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TRC will start the Sunday school year off with Rally Day during coffee hour
when the teachers will be available to share information about the programs
we offer as well as enjoy snacks. Our Sunday school class will be studying
the Awesome Adventures of God’s People on the Move. Our Children and
Worship program will be held during the service for children age 3 to 3rd
grade. The Gathering will meet as well for children too old for the Children &
Worship program who have not yet been confirmed in their faith. We are
looking forward to spending time with our children sharing the Good News
that our faith holds for all of us.

Annual Outreach Chicken BBQ
Saturday, September 15
Noon ‘til gone

Rain or Shine

The Outreach Committee is sponsoring the twelfth annual Chicken
Barbecue event for the community. And once again, all of you can help to
make it successful.
What can you do?
Purchase your tickets in advance. This is important so
we can optimize the caterer’s order and ensure that a
chicken will be reserved for you so you don’t get shut out
when you come later on the 15th. Tickets will be sold
after worship on the Sundays preceding the event.
Bake brownies (mixes are provided) or take a shift serving during the
BBQ.

We will begin
another
Children and
Worship year
on Saturday,
September
8th at 9:30
am with Orientation. We will sing
songs, share snacks, do a craft, and
greet old and new friends. Please
come and join us for this fun
beginning of our new year!

Show me thy ways, O LORD;
teach me thy paths.
Lead me in thy truth, and teach me:
for thou art the God of my salvation;
on thee do I wait all the day.
(Psalm 25:4-5)
It's hard to believe, with how hot it’s been, and with the sensation (it’s
not just me, right?) that the days just fly by. But summer is almost over:
it’s days dwindling, the days getting shorter, and before we know it
Labor Day will be here and then gone. Before we know it, the sweltering
days will be a memory.
Soon we’ll resume our Sunday School classes and Bible studies.
Students and teachers will again gather to learn together in the faith. We
will be commissioning our teachers on Rally Day, September 9, during
our morning worship service. I hope that you will be at worship that day,
and that you will encourage them and let them know of your appreciation
for all they do. They give of themselves and of their time so that others
may learn and grow in faith. Through them a very important ministry of
the church is carried out. I am very grateful for what they do.
Some of these fine people teach our children. But not all teach children.
Or, children are not the only ones who learn. Maybe it’s obvious, but
sometimes the obvious should be said: Sunday School is not only for
children and growing in your understanding of God’s word is not
something you age out of at some arbitrary age. This is for adults, too.

C.W.S. School Kits
Many thanks to
everyone for their
generous donations for
Church World Service
School Kits. We were
able to send out 25 kits in August to
those in need. Your help is much
appreciated!

Consistory Member
of the Week
September 2 – Greg Halsey
September 9 – Evelyn Ghyzel
September 16 - Kelly Bradshaw
September 23 – TBD
September 30 – TBD

I believe that continuing to learn is essential for being a disciple of Jesus,
no mater what your age. If you are going to keep following Jesus, you’ll
have to keep learning what following Jesus means. Being a disciple
means constantly learning how to be a disciple.
I know that some of you find it difficult to attend Sunday School. I am
aware that there are many reasons for this. Even so, please find some
way to keep learning. Be an active participant in the lifelong learning
essential for your faith.
It may not be Sunday School. It might be a Bible study held some other
day and time. It might be in some completely different way. Be creative
or be conventional, but in whatever way, please continue to learn and
grow.
Christ’s peace,

Pastor Dan

dgriswol@rochester.rr.com

2018 Consistory *
Minister of Word & Sacrament:
The Rev. Dr. Dan Griswold

Elders:
Evelyn Ghyzel
Sharon Hann, VP
Bonnie Harris
Yi-Fen Lee
John Stratton
Deacons:
Kelly Bradshaw
Greg Halsey, Clerk
Jeannetta Kinmond
Larry Scheerens
~ ~ ~

Treasurer: Marge Magans
Benevolence Secr’y: Steve Letter
Financial Secr’y: Greg Halsey
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Chew 'n' Chat
Sunday, October 28
Come join us for another Chew 'n'
Chat! We will enjoy a potluck
luncheon, followed by a brief TEDstyle discussion on the topic
"Seeing God Through the
Wonders of the Human Body"
hosted by the Elders and CoAssociates for Youth and Family
Ministry. All ages are welcome!
We will share our meal together in
the Fellowship Hall immediately
following worship. After eating, the
children will head downstairs for
some fun activities with Kristen
and Michaela, while the adults
stay and engage in a short
presentation led by Amber
Spencer and Marilyn
DeVisser. Following the
conversation, everyone will reunite
to enjoy dessert before heading
home. If you are interested in
attending, please look for the sign
up on the bulletin board in the main
hallway as the date approaches. To
save on dishes, we are asking each
family to bring their own place
settings (plates, cups, silverware,
etc.). If you have any questions,
feel free to reach out to Yi-Fen,
Kristen, or Michaela. We hope you
will join us for the second
installation of this enjoyable event!

H.O.M.E. Work
We want to thank everyone who helped support our annual mission trip to
H.O.M.E. in Orland, Maine. It was a very rewarding experience.
We were able to purchase materials to construct a handicap access ramp at a
women’s shelter and a secure railing around the porch of the same building.
We also installed a new entry doorway in the stained glass studio. This new
entry will allow for people with disabilities to attend classes so that they can
improve their life circumstances with different job skills. Cathy was able to
help organize the sewing and weaving materials.
We had a great time meeting old friends and making new friends. Some of
the women at the shelter shared their concerns, and we were able to pray
with them.
We also shared daily devotions together and were present for a community
picnic hosted by another group of volunteers. H.O.M.E. is on a more secure
footing as they are realistically assessing their outreach, and applying for
grants to underwrite some of their initiatives.
It was a very God-blessed trip.
We thank you for the prayers too.
Sam Manuele, John Bernhard, and Bill & Cathy Almekinder

Don’t forget our friends at the
Penfield Ecumenical Food
Pantry.
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Passing of the Mantle in the Trinity Office
Dear Trinity Friends,

Hello, Trinity Reformed Church community! My name
is Laura Nelson, and I am the new church secretary. I
am excited to start this position and look forward to
meeting you.

The time has come for me to end my time as your
church secretary. When Pastor Dick took a chance on
me 25 years ago, I had no idea that it would be this long
or that I would grow to love my job so much. It became
more than a job to me. It has been a way to serve the
Lord and all of you; a way I could take care of people
that I care about; and a way to be humbled by all of you
who do so much. Pastor Dan has become much more
than a boss. He has shown me what a good working
relationship is all about. He has guided me spiritually
and he has become a good friend.

I live in Fairport
with my husband,
Steve and our
daughter, Carmen.
Originally from
Penn Yan, I
graduated from
RIT in the graphic
design and printing
programs. After
many years of
working for others
in the graphic design field, I began working for myself
from home which gave me the flexibility to be more
involved in school and community activities.

I will miss all of this…but it is time for some new
adventures in life. Chuck and I will be doing some
traveling. I am going to take more flute lessons from my
daughter-in-law. I won’t have to be a morning person
any longer, and I will be able to give my parents more
of my time.
I am not going away from Trinity. Look for me to be
involved in some new things and I’ll always be happy to
hear any of your stories.

One side job I also took on is being the substitute office
administrator at my church, Fairport United Methodist.
The enjoyment I get out of this occasional job spurred
me to apply when I happened upon your ad. In just my
first few visits to Trinity Reformed Church, I can sense
the kindness of your congregation. I look forward to
working with you!

Thank you for your love and support over the years. It
has truly been a gift to serve you.
Blessings,
Jana

Dropping the Quill
In April 2003, late in the search process in which God
brought Trinity and Pastor Dan together, I volunteered
to relieve Jana of the task of “doing” the Commitment. I
have found this responsibility to be challenging and fun
for me. Now, 169 issues later and coincident with Jana
retiring, I think it is a good time to “drop the quill” and
return the task to the Trinity secretary.
The Commitment wasn’t my newsletter nor was it Jana’s
newsletter. It was and is your newsletter. It only serves
you and communicates to the congregation to the extent
that individuals, groups, and committees are willing to
contribute their news and pictures. I urge you to help
Laura as she takes over this responsibility by being alert
to opportunities to share.
Carl
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News from Crafts
For A Cause

Any musicians out there? If so,
we’d love to have your help leading
worship at Trinity this season!
Choir and bell choir begin again
on Wednesday, September 5th.
Returning, new, and curious bell
players and singers are invited to
show up and see what rehearsals
are like! Bell choir meets on
Wednesdays from 6:15-7 with
singing choir following from 78:15. If you have questions, you
may contact Alexis VanZalen in
advance (616-510-5344
or alexis.a.vanzalen@gmail.com).
Those interested in bell choir,
should talk to Sue DeVuyst (585586-7109 or
susan.devuyst@tax.hrblock.com).

Participants of Crafts For A Cause
have been busy! We recently
donated approximately 20 prayer
shawls to local entrepreneur, Mary
Therese Friel. Mary Therese is a
former Miss USA (1979) and is
owner and proprietor of Mary
Therese Friel, LLC, a modeling
agency. More importantly, she is
an active and dedicated
philanthropist who works tirelessly
supporting veterans, abused
women, and organizations
including The Open Door Mission,
The Red Cross, and Foodlink.
Through her outreach and
benevolence, our prayer shawls
have found many worthy recipients.
Crafts For A Cause has now shifted
our attention to creating scarves
and hats. Below is a picture of our
efforts which will be distributed to
individuals in need this coming
winter.

Finally, if you are interested in
participating in Trinity’s music
program but find it difficult to
make a regular weekly
commitment, please talk to Alexis
so that we can find new ways to
involve you!

If you know of any groups in need
of our talents, or if you have any
yarn you are willing to donate, feel
free to let us know! And, as
always, the Lounge door is open
every Saturday from 10-12. Come
join us!
Barb Schild

Peter & Patty Ford
The academic year ended in June
here at the Near East School of
Theology in Beirut (NEST). Our
regular students are away for the
summer, getting lots of practical
experience preaching in their home
churches or leading youth camps in
Lebanon, Syria, or the West Bank.
Meanwhile, ministry for us
continues with a different focus
while we remain here over the
summer.
Our most intense activity spanned
two weeks in June and July, when
NEST hosted a group of American
pastors who came to learn about
Islam and Christianity in Lebanon
and the Middle East. I (Peter) and
my faculty colleague, Rima (who
teaches Eastern Christianity)
provided them with a concentrated
course that included readings ahead
of time, classes which we taught,
lectures by local Muslim and
Christian leaders which we
organized, along with numerous
visits to churches, mosques, and
ancient ruins. Here’s just a sample
of our jam-packed schedule:

For complete letter and
pictures, visit:
www.rca.org/peter-patty-ford
Bible study quiz Answer:
D (See Exodus 3:1.)
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CHRISTIAN BOOK REVIEW
by Marion Crump Spencer
Summer vacations are best enjoyed with a great
read. The historical fiction Biblical novel, The
Prophetess-Deborah’s Story, by Jill Eileen Smith is
an amazing account of the life of the only female
judge mentioned by name in the Bible. I have long
desired more insight into the life of this character
than what’s presented in Judges 4 and 5. I wondered
when Deborah first knew her calling. What kind of training did she
require since only Levites were taught to read the Law? How did being a
judge affect her role of wife and mother in that patriarchal society? This
novel addresses all of these issues and more in a believable work filled
with Biblical truths.
This is really a book about three women, Deborah, her daughter, Talya,
and Jael, from the lineage of Moses. Deborah began having visions from
the Lord when she was a young teen. She married a scribe, Lappidoth,
and gave birth to three sons and Talya.
The book began with the love story between Deborah and Lappidoth.
Ever supportive, Lappidoth taught Deborah to read the law and
encouraged he work as a judge. Their daughter, Talya, unorthodox, like
Deborah, and wished to become a warrior like her brothers. Sisera, the
Canaanite, has terrorized and enslaved the Israelites. While she was in
prayer, the Lord revealed to Deborah that Sisera triumphs over Israel
because the Israelites were worshipping idols. Barak, a warrior, visited
Deborah at her request. She shared that he and his army must go
throughout the land and tell the Israelites to stop worshipping idols.
Barak’s wife was raped and killed by Sisera and Barak sought to avenge
her death. Smith inserts a beautiful love story between Talya and Barak
which complicated issues for Barak. Jael is a Kenite, and her family lived
in isolation from its kin. Her husband was a metalworker and Sisera
“hired” him to make weapons that he will use to further subdue
Israel. Sisera, notorious for sexual assault and murder made unseemly
advances to Jael and her female family members causing them to live in
fear.
Smith presents Deborah as a wife and mother whose life is upended by
her visions from God, not an easy career/home balance. Smith also
shares three complete and believable love stories with terrorism in the
background. God showed Deborah Sisera’s demise and she told Barak
when Israel should engage in battle. Due to their fear of Sisera, the
Israelites failed to join Barak in large numbers. Barak became
disheartened, refused to fight without Deborah, and thus the prophecy of
a woman subduing Sisera was born. The Israelite’s experiences are much
like those of modern day terrorism victims reminding us again how
history repeats itself.
This was an exciting read driving me back to the battles of the Old
Testament. Their disobedience seemed to be the main ingredient for
Israel’s challenges. Perhaps we can learn from them.
“I have hidden Your word in my heart that I might not sin against
You.” Psalm 119:11
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Readings from the
Revised Common
Lectionary - YEAR B
15th Sun. after Pentecost, Sep. 2:
Song of Solomon 2:8-13;
Psalm 45:1-2, 6-9;
Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9; Psalm 15;
James 1:17-27;
Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23
16th Sun. after Pentecost, Sep. 9:
Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23;
Psalm 125; Isaiah 35:4-7a;
Psalm 146;
James 2:1-10, (11-13), 14-17;
Mark 7:24-37
17th Sun. after Pentecost, Sep. 16:
Proverbs 1:20-33; Psalm 19;
Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 116:1-9; James
3:1-12; Mark 8:27-38
18th Sun. after Pentecost, Sep. 23:
Proverbs 31:10-31; Psalm 1; Wisdom
of Solomon 1:16-2:1, 12-22; Psalm 54;
James 3:13 - 4:3, 7-8a;
Mark 9:30-37
19th Sun. after Pentecost, Sep. 30:
Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22;
Psalm 124;
Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29;
Psalm 19:7-14; James 5:13-20; Mark
9:38-50

Manuele’s
Bible Study
September 14

Bible Quiz
Who was Moses’
father-in-law,
and what was
his occupation?
A. Joshua;
shepherd
B. Miriam;
tentmaker
C. Aaron;
farmer
D. Jethro;
priest

Answer on page 5
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News of the Trinity Church Family
Strawberry Festival

9/1
9/10
9/11
9/12
9/17
9/20
9/24
9/25
9/25
9/26
9/29
9/29
9/29

Amber Spencer
Sarah Berry
Lorraine Heunemann
John Stratton
Claire Keymel
Bill Almekinder
Debbie McGarvey
Petra Letter
Keith Adams
Denise Cardoza
Elizabeth Dalton
Chuck DiPiazza
Heather Heberle

9/7 Chuck & Jana DiPiazza –
1974
9/11 Don & Evelyn DeVries –
1954
9/23 John & Marilyn Lasher –
1950

TRWM – Our first meeting for
the new season will be held on
Friday, September 14th at 1:00
PM in the lounge. Hard to believe
our summer vacation has passed.
WE are raring to go with a full
schedule. For our first meeting, we
shall be viewing a CD from
Women of Faith. These ladies
always have a joyful message to
share with us. So, please mark
your calendar and come and join
us. All ladies are more than
welcome. We shall also have
prayer time, refreshments and a
fellowship time. SEE YOU ON
SEPTEMBER 14th.

Pray for
Pastor Dick Otterness
“I am in end-stage renal disease.
I'm not looking for sympathy.
I'm looking for a kidney.
If you or someone you know would
care to have a conversation about
kidney donations for transplant,
call or text me: 315-960-4489.”
Facebook, June 13

This is just a little follow up news
on the Strawberry Festival held in
June . Many of you may not know
that the Strawberry festival is not
only an Outreach event for the
neighbor but kick off for many
following events during the
summer events at church. First of
all we made over a thousand dollars
for the general church operating
expenses. Then any leftover salads
and meat as needed go to the “ next
come to dinner” . The ice cream is
used for our summer concert. Then
the leftover hots and hamburgs are
used for CAYA Appreciation
Days. Nothing goes to waste. The
Strawberry Festival is a big
undertaking but is very worthwhile.
So thank you again for all who
made salads , baked for the bake
food sale and worked the event. we
could not do it with out the help of
everyone. Remember we had 16
ladies cutting up 110 quarts of
strawberries, believe me that is a lot
of strawberries! Pat Hughes
continues to coordinate the baked
food sales and does an awesome
job. But. I do not want to mention
names because you know who you
are and everyone helps out to make
it the success it is. Thank you!
Jacquie Greene

Breakfast Club
Thursdays at 9:00 a.m. ~ Submitted by John Stratton
9/6

East Ridge D & SH

East Ridge Rd. (near Pep Boys)

9/13

Georges

Panorama

9/20

Browncroft

At Blossom

9/27

Uncle Danny’s

East Ridge (near Schaller’s)

10/4

Nutcracker

Empire Blvd. - Webster
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