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Farewell and Godspeed 

Dear Trinity Friends, 

As my time here officially comes to a close, I would like to take a  

minute to thank you all for the experiences and opportunities we have 

had since Michaela and I first arrived in Rochester two years ago. 

Since then, I have enjoyed actively participating in many of TRC’s 

events including, but not limited to: 3 cookie sales, 2 chicken BBQs,  

several Friends in Fellowship outings, and many fun Sunday School  

classes and other activities we have done with the children of our  

congregation. I want to extend a special thank you to Debbie Halsey, 

Pati Peters, and Tammi and Dan Griswold for the incredibly warm  

welcome we received upon first beginning our position here and for 

always supporting us in the months and years that followed.  

During this time of personal transition, I will certainly keep TRC in my 

prayers as you continue serving the community and searching for a 

permanent pastor.  

I am grateful for the outpouring of love and enthusiasm I have  

received as I have prepared for my upcoming adventure with the  

African Children’s Choir. I have been overwhelmed by the support, 

both financial and otherwise, that I have received from everyone 

here. I cannot thank you all enough for everything and I will certainly 

keep all of you updated on my adventures while I am on the road!  

Grace and Peace, 

Kristen Hearn 
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2020! Year of the...the… 

Year of the...ah...the thing with the...um... 

Year of the Rat! Or something. I don’t know. I looked it up on the  

Internet. The top three results said “Rat” so I went with it. 

Instead of importing meaning and importance based on an outside 

factor like that, I’d rather ask you: What will 2020 be the year of? 

Will it be a year of improved health? 

Improved relationships? 

Improved purpose and drive? 

Will it be a year of new challenges or renewed convictions? 

Taking on a new job/hobby/skill or remembering a long-lost activity? 

Will you get back to your roots or branch out in a new direction? 

Will there be any changes? 

If not, would that okay with you because another year of flux just sounds like too much? 

Do you just want to let life relax so you can settle or do you need some things to change 

by going away? 

Will it be the Year of the Rat, whatever that means? I’ll be honest: I almost never make 

New Year’s resolutions. Yeah, I try and eat healthier in January, but that’s to make up for 

the holiday meals and sweets, not because I’m motivated by New Year’s resolutions. But 

please don’t therefore take this as disingenuous. I want 2020 to be a special year for you 

and for Trinity; just not because of some prescribed “Year of the Rat” title or because  

anyone decided that a new year was a new chance. Labels come and go and my  

attitude is that January 1, 2020 is no better or worse of a time than any other. I don’t make 

resolutions based on that and I don’t impose it on you. 

But make no mistake, I still want 2020 to be a special year for you and for Trinity. Therefore 

I do want to make one prescription: When I say that I want it to be special for BOTH you and 

Trinity, it’s because I hope we can spend some of it together. And when we do, I can offer 

you a promise straight from God: Where we gather in God’s name, there is the Savior in our 

midst. 

Whatever the end of 2019 and the start of 2020 means for you, I hope that we can be a 

part of it together, bound by the promises of Jesus Christ. 

In Christ’s Love, 

Pastor Steve 
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The budget report through the end of 

November indicates the Church has 

spent $15,000 over income and they 

expect that to be close to $20,000 by 

the end of the year. This is much lower 

than the anticipated deficit of over 

$73,000. Although these deficits cannot continue indefinitely, we 

are blessed with enough reserve funds at this time to cover the 

deficit. 

The congregation approved the presented 2020 budget with a 

projected income of $138,355.00 and projected expenses of 

$211,707.65, resulting in a projected deficit of $71,90265 in 2020. 

The Elders have gladly accepted Michaela Johnson into  

membership by letter of transfer. They also accepted a transfer of 

membership for Tammi Griswold to First Reformed Church in  

Holland, MI. 

The Mission Committee appreciates the congregation’s  

generosity toward the Angel Tree. Thirty-five gifts were given to 

the children of Trillium Health patients. 

The Internet and phone service change to Spectrum was finally 

completed. If you use the church WiFi, a new password is  

available in the office. 

It has been noted the front sign is showing decay. A repair/

replacement will be completed in 2020. 

 

       ~Greg Halsey, 

         Consistory Clerk 

Consistory  

Notes 

CONSISTORY MEMBER  

OF THE WEEK 

Jan. 5: Lesley Holloway 

Jan. 12: TBD 

Jan. 19: John Stratton 

Jan. 26: Bill Almekinder 

Feb. 2: Jana DiPiazza 

CHURCH OFFICERS  

Treasurer: Marge Magans  

Benevolence Secretary:   

Michael Holloway 

Financial Secretary:  

Greg Halsey 

2020 CONSISTORY 

Elders:  

Ted DeSoto 

Jana DiPiazza 

Sharon Hann 

Lesley Holloway 
 

Deacons:  

Bill Almekinder 

Kelly Bradshaw 

Greg Halsey 

John Stratton 

     Please submit items for Trinity Times by 9:00 am on Wednesday  

     mornings. You may email TRChurchSecretary@gmail.com, or  

     call the office at (585) 381-5330.  

     As most of you are aware, I will be moving into the parsonage 

this month. While I will be closer to church and seemingly more available, I ask that you  

respect the separation of my work and personal life. Thank you to all those who have  

offered to help with the move—your kindness is greatly appreciated! 

~Michaela Johnson , 

Secretary  
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Date Location Note 

Jan. 2 Nutcracker Family Restaurant Empire Blvd. in Webster  

Jan. 9 Morningstar Greek & American Merchants Road 

Jan. 16 George’s Restaurant Panorama Plaza 

Jan. 23 Atlantic Family Restaurant Ridge Road in Webster 

Jan. 30 Browncroft Family Restaurant at Blossom Road 

TRC Thursday Senior Breakfasts 
Contact John Stratton with questions or concerns at (585) 267-7535 

Our monthly adult Sunday School class entitled “What Are Hymns and Worship Music  

Really Saying?” is set to continue on Sunday, January 19th. This month, our focus will be on 

the following songs: 

 Lord I’m Ready Now (Plumb) 

 Resurrection Day (Rend Collective) 

 Burn the Ships (For King and Country) 

 Faith Begins by Letting Go (Hymn #684) 

Participants are strongly encouraged to listen to these multiple times before we meet.   

Really focus on the words and see what God is saying to you through them. We will try to 

draw parallels between the songs, so thinking of a common theme may be helpful in your 

study. If you have any questions, please speak with Michaela. Hope to see you there! 

TRWM: Our January meeting will be held on Friday, January 10th at  

1:00 pm in the Lounge. After a brief business meeting and a time of 

prayer, our program will follow, entitled Celebrating 377 Years of Global 

Mission in the RCA. 

Following our program, refreshments will be served by Linda King during 

our fellowship gathering. ALL women are invited to join us. A blessed 

New Year to all! 

Matthew Frey 

19B0896 

Collins Correctional Facility 

PO Box 490 

Collins, NY 14034-0490 

Matt says hello to the congregation 

and wishes everyone a Happy New 

Year. He also expresses thanks for all 

the cards and notes that he has  

received. 
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Please call Barb Stoops at  

(585) 506-5559 with prayer requests,  

or with information about people  

for whom we are praying.  

1/1 Chuck Baldwin 

1/2 Jack DeVuyst 

1/3 Anita Manuele 

1/5 Christine Turnquist 

1/10 Ken Midavaine 

1/11 Michaela Johnson 

1/12 Ed Allatt 

1/12 Jana DiPiazza 

1/12 Diane Pivarnik 

1/13 Emma Turnquist 

1/17 Jauntah Cottrill 

1/17 Lois Stratton 

1/22 Sharon Hann 

1/23 Marge Dangler 

1/23 Spence Kennedy 

1/5 Joseph Kuo & Yi-Fen Lee 

January 5th 

February 2nd 

March 1st 

March 8th 

March 15th 

March 22nd 

March 29th 

April 9th 

April 12th 

May 3rd 

June 7th 

July 5th 

August 2nd 

September 6th 

October 4th 

October 25th 

November 1st 

November 22nd 

November 29th 

December 6th 

December 13th 

December 20th 

 Applesauce 

 Brownie Mix 

 Cranberry Sauce 

 Gravy 

 Stuffing 

Penfield Ecumenical Food Shelf 

Please place donations in the basket  

in the Narthex. Thank you! 

Annual Holiday Cookie Sale 
Our 14th Annual Holiday Cookie Sale was a huge success! Thank you to all who baked, 

worked, donated, and shopped! This event wouldn’t be possible without the support of 

everyone. Not only were cookies sold to our community, they were also delivered to our 

homebound members during Christmas Caroling. Overall, the event raised $2,719.10. 

Looking forward to next year! 
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RCA Global Mission has committed to raise $40,000 to provide trauma care and counseling 

for children and their families recently liberated from ISIS oppression. Trauma care and  

educational opportunities are areas of great need among internally displaced people in 

Iraqi Kurdistan.  

The goal is to provide a three-month trauma care program for fifty children who are  

survivors of ISIS captivity.  

The three main objectives are to: 

 Address mental and emotional trauma 

 Engage in activities to help the children and their 

families heal and re-enter society, and live lives of 

dignity 

 Follow-up with families to assess programs  

Our January mission of the month communion offering will help support this program. 

Caroling to the Homebound 

On Sunday, December 15th, a group from Trinity 

brought Christmas cheer to some of our friends 

and members who are unable to attend worship 

on a regular basis. The group sang Christmas  

carols and delivered cookie trays from our  

Annual Holiday Cookie Sale. They were blessed to 

spend time with June, Marilyn, Jack, Jerry, Sybil, 

and Marge. It was a rewarding experience for al! 

We’re planning to make this a yearly event and 

hope you’ll consider joining us next year! 

The Meyer family recently sponsored gifts in honor of Trinity Reformed Church through the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America’s Good Gifts program. Pastor Steve and Carina  

provided: school fees and a uniform for a girl; a clinic visit for 

a child; and meals for ten people at a soup kitchen. The  

Meyers wrote: “In gratitude to all the people of Trinity  

Reformed, and with resolve to make Christmas a time for 

Christ's gospel to be preached in word and deed, we joyfully 

give these gifts in your honor.” The people of Trinity are  

thankful to the Meyers for their generosity on our behalf. 
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Updates From Our Missionaries 

Peter & Patty Ford: Protests continue in Lebanon, calling for a new government that fosters a 

sense of national unity and equal rights for all to replace their current government structure 

which is based on religious affiliation. The Fords ask that you pray for a government that truly 

cares about its people and that God’s love will triumph over hatred and division. 

JJ & Tim TenClay: JJ recently returned from an eleven-day trip to the Holy Land. During her 

time there, she reflected on what it must’ve been like for Mary, Joseph, and Jesus to live as 

refugees after being forced to flee to Egypt. She asks that you pray for the upcoming  

Mission 2020 event. 

Wayne & Miho Jansen: The Jansens have returned to Japan after a blessed five month 

home assignment. They continue their work of seeking to make Jesus known in Japan—a 

country with a spiritually hungry population—and ask that you pray for this ministry. 

Felipe and Janelle deWaard-Silva: In an effort to bring eco-tourism to the Jiu Valley, the  

Silvas have been working to expand the climbing scene. As a result, seventy routes have 

been bolted and cleaned, and a large climbing festival was recently held there. 

For additional information and/or to sign-up to receive updates from 

our missionaries, please visit: 

https://rca.org/peter-patty-ford 

https://rca.org/jj-tim-tenclay 

https://rca.org/wayne-miho-jansen 

https://rca.org/felipe-and-janelle-dewaard-silva  

Updates From the Regional Synod of Albany 

Faithwalking 101: Once again there is the opportunity to attend a transformational retreat 

of Faithwalking 101. Whether this would be your first time attending a Faithwalking event or 

whether you take this opportunity to have a refreshing experience, this is for you! Join us at 

Camp Fowler January 26th through 28th. You can find out all the information at the registra-

tion link: https://www.schohariereformedchurch.org/engage-faithwalking/fw101retreat.cfm.  

Creation Care Event: Albany Synod, in partnership with Camp Fowler, will be offering  

another program in eco-theology and how we are called to care for all of God's creation. 

Details are coming soon, so save the date of February 10th!  

Churches Learning Change: NOW is the time to consider gathering a team and joining the 

next round of Churches Learning Change, which will begin in Fall of 2020. Teams may be 

from one congregation, or multiple congregations working together in a similar  

location. Teams may be from any denomination, not only RCA. Interested? Questions?  

Contact Rev. Dr. Sherri Meyer-Veen, CLC Coordinator RSA, at PastorSherriMV@gmail.com.   

https://rca.org/peter-patty-ford
https://rca.org/jj-tim-tenclay
https://rca.org/wayne-miho-jansen
https://rca.org/felipe-and-janelle-dewaard-silva
https://www.schohariereformedchurch.org/engage-faithwalking/fw101retreat.cfm
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Christian Book Review 
By Marion Crump Spencer 

Between the Hallmark movies, cheerful music, twinkling lights, and glee among 

many, Christmas appears to be the most beloved of holidays. In the novel,  

Colors of Christmas, Olivia Newport introduces us to a more somber perspective 

in her novella Christmas in Blue. This is the second of her novellas in this book 

and it is remarkable in its treatment of loss during this holiday. 

The novella features Angela, a piano teacher and church organist, who has 

somewhat suddenly lost her best friend, Carole. Carole was mad about  

Christmas and had founded and organized the Spruce Valley’s “A Christmas to 

Remember” event. Angela was wondering who was going to organize this  

annual event when, at only eight days away, she received a call from the new 

committee head. Surprisingly, rather than working with the singers as before, the 

event chair foisted the leadership on Angela and stated that Angela would be a better  

replacement because of her relationship with Carole. Newport masterfully revealed the depth of 

Angela’s anger and anguish. These emotions were magnified as one thing after another went 

wrong as Angela attempted to follow the template that Carole had provided. All of the lights,  

candles, and other decorations were lost through overheating, flooding, and mold. As Newport 

counted down the days to the event, we feel Angela’s near hysteria fueled by her grief. 

With all of the focus on family and community in Christmas movies, we see little of the isolation that 

many people experience. Newport exposed this reality in Angela. Despite being a piano teacher 

and church organist who interacted with many people, Angela still mourned the loss of her best 

friend alone. 

There was an undercurrent of exclusivity in this community as a “stranger” came to visit (who would 

visit during the holidays?) and is accused of causing the mayhem surrounding the damaged  

supplies associated with the “A Christmas to Remember” event. Angela recognized this young man, 

Gabe, as a connection to Carole, and Gabe introduced Angela to the Blue Christmas observance 

in a town a few miles away. 

This observance is a simple service where the minimal decorations in an undecorated sanctuary are 

blue. Somber in tone, the readings and message grant space to those who are mourning the loss of 

loved ones. Angela found healing, comfort, and a stronger connection to Carole as she and Gabe 

shared this experience. 

Newport also shared more revelations involving our care for those who are grieving. The entire town 

experienced miracles in all areas, even in the Christmas Eve service. Christ makes all things new. This 

was beautifully revealed in the conclusion of this inspiring novella. 

The message of Christmas in Blue is that we need to make space for those who are grieving. We 

may be the only Christ they see. 

 

“The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me…to comfort all that mourn…” Isaiah 61: 1-2 



9 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 

 

 

 

 1 

 

2 

9a– Sr. Breakfast 

6p– Finance 

7p– Deacons 

3 

 

4 

9:30a–  

       Undecorating 

10a– Crafts for  

            a Cause 

5 

10a– Worship 

12:30p– CAYA 

6:30p– Discipleship 

                Group 

6 

7p– Outreach 

7p– AMPS 

7 

 

8 

1:30p– DiPiazza  

         Bible Study 

6:15p– Bells 

7p– Choir 

9 

9a– Sr. Breakfast 

7p– Consistory 

10 

1p– TRWM 

7p– Manuele  

     Bible Study 

 

11 

10a– Crafts for  

            a Cause 

12p– Dahlia  

            Society 

12 

10a– Worship 

12:30p– CAYA 

6:30p– Discipleship 

                Group 

13 

 

14 

7p– Pastor Search  

         Committee 

15 

6:15p– Bells 

7p– Choir 

16 

9a– Sr. Breakfast 

 

 

17 

7p– Manuele  

     Bible Study 

18 

9a– Consistory  

            Retreat 

10a– Crafts for  

            a Cause 

19 

10a– Worship 

12:30p– CAYA 

6:30p– Discipleship 

                Group 

20 

10a– Christian  

        Education 

21 

11:45a– Men’s  

               Lunch 

22 

6p– Mission 

6:15p– Bells 

7p– Choir 

23 

9a– Sr. Breakfast 

24 

6p– Come to Dinner 

25 

10a– Crafts for  

            a Cause 

26 

10a– Worship 

12:30p– CAYA 

6:30p– Discipleship 

                Group 

27 28 

7p– Pastor Search  

         Committee 

29 

6:15p– Bells 

7p– Choir 

30 31  

January 2020 

Trinity Reformed Church 

*calendar items 

subject to change 
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1st 

Class 

Postage 
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