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  The Commitment 
       Newsletter of TRINITY REFORMED CHURCH 
    Seeking HIS Light…        Reflecting HIS Love 

 

LENT BEGINS 

February 14 

7:30 pm 

Service at TRC 
Looking ahead through Lent, take note of these dates: 

Lenten Vespers: March 4, 5:00 pm 

Maundy Thursday: March 29, 7:30 pm 

Good Friday: March 30, 7:30 pm 

 

 
Consistory Installation, Jan. 7 

Guest, Rev. Dr. Jill Ver Steeg, Jan. 21 

mailto:trcsecretary5330@gmail.com
mailto:cwarn18@rochester.rr.com
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This is my commandment, that you love 

one another as I have loved you (John 

15:12). 

And let us consider how to provoke one 

another to love and good deeds, not 

neglecting to meet together, as is the 

habit of some, but encouraging one 

another, and all the more as you see the 

Day approaching (Hebrews 10:24-25). 

 

You all know this: Trinity is a friendly church. People here like people, 

enjoy people. We are people-people! 

People-people tend to spend time with people. And so it is here. It's been 

that way for years. Each of the three congregations that have comprised 

this church had fellowship events that were very important in the lives of 

the members. These events were varied, regular, frequent, and often 

large. 

Why do churches do that? Why do churches have fellowship activities? 

Why does our church have them? 

I believe that the main reason why we have fellowship events is so we 

can love each other more truly. How can we love each other, really, 

effectively, in practical and helpful ways, if we do not know each other? 

We do well to put some effort into cultivating our relationships with each 

other. We do well to set aside time just for getting to know each other. 

For me, then, all of our fellowship events have a shared purpose. They all 

give us opportunities to learn more about those whom we love. They put 

us in situations where we can see other aspects of someone's personality. 

They enable us to understand a bit more about what makes each other 

tick. They inform us of each others' likes and dislikes and quirks and joys 

and maybe even our sorrows. 

That's no small thing. 

Lately, we've seen that our fellowship events are not getting the same 

response they used to get. This has been somewhat discouraging for 

those gifted and energetic members who had been tasked with leading or 

coordinating those events. 

This makes me sad. Yet I have hope, believing that we do still love each 

other and want to love each other more truly. The challenge, it seems to 

me, is uncovering what the obstacles to fellowship are and then meeting 

those obstacles with creative and effective plans. 

"Beloved, let us love one another" (1 John 4:7). 

Christ’s peace,  

Pastor Dan   dgriswol@rochester.rr.com 

 

 

2018 Consistory * 

Minister of Word & Sacrament: 

The Rev. Dr. Dan Griswold 

Elders:   
Evelyn Ghyzel 

Sharon Hann, VP 

Bonnie Harris 

Yi-Fen Lee 

John Stratton 

Deacons: 

Kelly Bradshaw 

Greg Halsey, Clerk 

Jeannetta Kinmond 

Larry Scheerens 

~  ~  ~ 

Treasurer:  Marge Magans 

Benevolence Secr’y:  Steve Letter 

Financial Secr’y:  Greg Halsey

 

mailto:dgriswol@rochester.rr.com
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Consistory 

Member of the 

Week 
February 4   – Kelly Bradshaw 

February 11 – Bonnie Harris 

February 18 – Yi-Fen Lee 

February 25 – TBD 

 

 

JANUARY 

The following were elected or 

appointed at the January meeting: 

Vice President – Sharon Hann 

Consistory Clerk – Greg Halsey 

Assistant Treasurer – Ben Cooper 

Benevolence Secr. – Steve Letter 

Financial Secretary – Greg Halsey 

Classis Elder Delegate – Larry Scheerens 

Alternate Elder Delegate – John Stratton 

Classis Deacon Representative – Bill Almekinder 

The Consistory committee liaisons are as follows: 

 Building and Grounds – Greg Halsey 

 Education – Kelly Bradshaw 

 Personnel – Greg Halsey 

 Outreach – Kelly Bradshaw 

 Friends in Fellowship – Yi-Fen Lee 

 Worship and Music – John Stratton 

 TRWM – Evelyn Ghyzel 

 Mission – Larry Scheerens 

 TRC Cares – Evelyn Ghyzel 

The monthly mission offerings were approved as follows: 

February – RCA Disaster Relief Fund 

March –  Flower City Work Camp  

April –  Camp Fowler  

May –  Habitat for Humanity  

June –  H.O.M.E. 

July –  Jail Ministry  

August –  Willow Center for Domestic Violence  

September – Penfield Ecumenical Food Shelf  

October –  Open Door Mission  

November – Salvation Army  

December – St. Baldricks for Pediatric Cancer Research 

Christmas – Pastor’s Grace Fund 

January 2019 – Saving Grace Ministries 

The Church By-Laws for the description of the Personnel Committee was 

changed. 

“The Personnel Committee shall have at least four members.  At least 

two members shall be drawn from the deacons and elders currently 

serving on Consistory.  The Consistory may appoint to the Committee as 

many members beyond four as seems prudent.  All members of the 

Personnel Committee are appointed by the Consistory, at the January 

meeting of the Consistory to terms of one year, such terms being 

renewable.  In appointing members to the Personnel Committee, the 

Consistory shall seek to maintain a smooth transition of membership, 

balancing the need of continuity with the need for fresh insight and 

energy.  At its first meeting of the calendar year, the Personnel 

Committee shall elect its own chair for that year, unless Consistory has 

acted to appoint the chair” 

Greg Halsey, Consistory Clerk

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our entire family wants to thank the 

congregation for the December 

2017 communion offering. A check 

for $625 has been sent to St. 

Baldrick’s to continue to find a cure 

for all forms of childhood cancer. 

St. Baldrick’s funds multiple 

clinical trials searching for 

protocols to eradicate this 

devastating disease in all its forms. 

Blessings, 

The Kwiecien, Manuele, and 

Turnquist Families 
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Habitat Candy Sale 

 
Trinity’s Mission Committee is sponsoring an Easter 

candy sale to raise funds for the next Habitat build. 

Sales will begin on January 28 and continue for the 

following 2 Sundays – look for catalogs and order 

forms in the Fellowship Hall during coffee hour, or by 

the church office following worship if there is no coffee 

hour scheduled. The BCHC Spring Candy Sale is a 

tradition, and offers something for everyone. The 

candies are delicious and assist us in meeting our 

Habitat fund raising commitment. Candy will be 

delivered on March 18. 

 

Rockin’ the Oldies 
(or old hymns that guide us to the 

Solid Rock) 

Back in 1752 (how’s that for old?), 

Katherina A. von Schlegel, a German 

poet penned these words and 

sometime after 1899 the wonderful 

melody from Jean Sibelius’ Finlandia 

were merged and produced the hymn, 

Be Still, My Soul.  It never fails to evoke a strong 

emotional response within me when I sing it in 

communion with my brothers and sisters in Christ.  

Here is the first stanza.  Carl Warn 

Be still, my soul; the Lord is on thy side. 

Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain; 

Leave to thy God to order and provide. 

In every change He faithful will remain. 

Be still, my soul; Thy best, Thy heavenly friend   

Thro’ thorny ways leads to a joyful end. 

Church World Service 
Hygiene 

Kits 
In the face of natural 

disasters, violence, or grinding poverty, Hygiene Kits 

can mean the difference sickness and health for 

struggling families. 

Again, this year we ask for the following items to 

assemble a Hygiene Kit: 

 One hand towel, measuring approximately 16”x28” 

(no fingertip or bath towels) 

 One washcloth 

 One wide-tooth comb 

 One nail clipper 

 One bar of soap (bath size in wrapper) 

 One toothbrush (in original packaging) 

 Six standard size Band-Aides 

 

Camp Fowler 
Speculator, New York 

It is not too early to think about the Summer season at 

Camp Fowler.  A session at our Synod of Albany’s 

Camp Fowler can be a wonderful time fun and spiritual 

growth.   

Registrations are now open and being accepted for 

2018.  Consult the web site (www.campfowler.org) for 

information regarding registration, the various sessions 

offered, or perhaps to considering volunteering.  

[Jana DiPiazza is also a good resource if you have 

questions about those opportunities.] 

 

http://www.campfowler.org/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwie4uGqvfjYAhWix4MKHajDAYUQjRwIBw&url=https://www.wayfair.com/decor-pillows/pdp/crosley-electronics-full-size-bluetooth-jukebox-cry2841.html&psig=AOvVaw1zTxPbs3chQ8NVQlgeLV51&ust=1517154021041563


5 

CHRISTIAN BOOK REVIEW 
by Marion Crump Spencer 

In our humanity, we tend to lack grace.  Although we are familiar with 

Romans 8: 23, :”..for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God…” 
,  we fail to apply these words to our lives.  In Debbie Macomber’s novel, 

Any Dream Will Do, she captures a realistic presentation of people who 

need grace and the church community who fails to offer it. 

Shay could be seen as a predictable statistic.  She was born into a family 

headed by an abusive father, emotionally absent mother, and impressionable 

younger brother. who is influenced by the wrong crowd.  Despite her early 

attempts to overcome, Shay’s environment wins the battle .  To escape her 

father, she drops out of school and becomes reliant on gang leader and drug 

dealer, Shooter.  After a time, she decides to move away from that life and 

try self reliance.  Having always demonstrated a mastery of mathematics, 

Shay gets her GED and a stable job as a bank teller.  But her younger 

brother, Caden, befriends Shooter and is lost to the streets. Caden comes to 

Shay for a loan of $5000 to pay off Shooter who threatens to kill 

him.  Feeling responsible for Caden’s acquaintance with Shooter and his 

subsequent problem, Shay agrees to steal the money from the bank. The 

bank manager misses the money, traces it to Shay and has her 

arrested.  During Shay’s three year incarceration, she feels she has lost her 

only chance for a good life. 

Upon her release, Shay has very little money, no job prospects, and no place 

to live.  She gets off the bus in front of a large church.  There she finds 

Pastor Drew who takes her to a homeless shelter/rehabilitation facility 

which his church sponsors. Drew, a young widower with two school age 

children, also feels his chance for happiness is over. 

Macomber then presents a beautiful relationship between Shay, Drew, and 

his children which draws the ire of his parishioners.  Shay completes the 

program, obtains a job in a nearby diner, moves into an apartment, and goes 

back to school for accounting.  She becomes an asset to the church, offers 

sermon ideas that grow attendance, and befriends Drew’s 

children.  Although Shay is not without misgivings about being accepted, 

Drew is surprised at the congregants’ failure to accept Shay.   

Macomber casts light on the responses of the congregation as they see the 

romance between Shay and Drew.  Despite their outreach to former 

prisoners, many in the congregation place Shay on a lower plane not 

offering  enough grace  to accept her.  Then Macomber presents a 

mysterious monetary theft on Shay’s watch which jeopardizes the 

relationship. This plot twist offers additional intrigue to this fascinating 

novel.   

We all prejudge those we see as different from ourselves.  Macomber makes 

us face this reality and calls us to change.  

…for by grace you have been saved through faith…not of works, that no 

one would boast…”    Ephesians 2:  8-9 

Readings from the 
Revised Common 

Lectionary - YEAR B 

5th Sun. after Epiphany, Feb. 4: 

Isaiah 40:21-31;  

Psalm 147:1-11, 20c;  

1 Corinthians 9:16-23;  

Mark 1:29-39  

Transfiguration Sunday, Feb. 11:  

2 Kings 2:1-12; Psalm 50:1-6; 

2 Corinthians 4:3-6; Mark 9:2-9 

Ash Wednesday, Feb. 14: 

Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 or 

Isaiah 58:1-12; Psalm 51:1-17; 

2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10; 

Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21  

1st Sunday in Lent, Feb. 18: 

Genesis 9:8-17; Psalm 25:1-10; 

1 Peter 3:18-22; Mark 1:9-15 

2nd Sun. in Lent, Feb. 25: 

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16; 

Psalm 22:23-31; Romans 4:13-25; 

Mark 8:31-38 or Mark 9:2-9 

 

 

 

Manuele’s  
Bible Study 

February 9 



6 

 

2/7 Phil Peters 

2/8 Norma Koper 

2/15 Sam Manuele 

2/18 Cathy Almekinder 

2/19 Curtis Cardoza 

2/22 Barb Stoops 

2/24 Joseph Kuo 

2/28 Margaret DeLeeuw 

 

2/17    Sam & Gus Cooper – 1945 

2/22   Sarah Berry & Don Burns 

– 2008 

2/27   John & Marilyn DeVisser 

– 1971 

Don’t forget our friends at the 

Penfield Ecumenical Food Pantry 

this Christmas. They would 

appreciate:  Canned tomatoes, 

pancake mix, syrup, flour, sugar, 

crackers, mayonnaise, gravy, 

broth, and coffee  

Please place your donations in the 

basket in the narthex. 

TRWM - Our February 

meeting will be held on Friday, 

the 9th at  1:00 PM in the Lounge.  

After a brief business meeting, 

prayer time and devotions, we shall 

hand make Valentines for our shut-

ins and longtime friends under the 

direction of Linda King.  

Refreshments will be served by Pat 

Hughes.  While we are savoring 

this dessert, we shall enjoy the 

fellowship of one another.  YOU 

are most cordially invited to join 

us. 

 Liz Dalton 

Wednesdays  

at 8 AM 
Feb. 

7 

Atlantic Ridge Rd. 

Webster 

Feb. 

14 

Uncle 

Danny’s 

East Ridge 

Rd, near 

Schallers 

Feb. 

21 

Nutcracker Empire 

Blvd. 

Webster 

Feb. 

28 

Morningstar Merchants 

Rd.  

 

Submitted by John Stratton 

 

News of the Trinity Church Family 




