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Annual Holiday Cookie Sale
Trinity Reformed Church’s Holiday Cookie Sale will be held on Saturday,
December 14th from 9:00 am until 1:00 pm. Our 14th annual event will
feature homemade cookies, jams, jellies, pickles, salsa, candy, and
crafted items. The cookies are offered in bulk at $8.00/lb. or in three sizes
of prepared trays (small for $6.50, medium for $14.00, or large for $19.00)
all wrapped in cellophane and a bow, making them the perfect gift! Be
sure to invite your friends and start your Christmas shopping early at Trinity!
You can pre-order your trays by calling Jacquie Greene.
Attention Bakers: Please sign up on the sheet on the bulletin board,
indicating the number and type of cookies you expect to contribute.
Please have your cookies and other items to church by 9:00 am on Friday,
December 13th so they can be organized and the trays can be prepared.
Thank you to all the TRC bakers that make this annual event possible!

Advent Vespers:
A Service of Prayer and Prophecy
Sunday, December 22nd at 5:00 pm
We gather to hear about God’s promises
for the future of God’s people and
to ask God to hear our prayers.

Candlelight Service
Tuesday, December 24th at 7:30 pm
We gather to celebrate the fulfillment
of God’s promises from ages past,
as they come true in our midst.

909 Landing Road North | Rochester, NY 14625 | (585) 381-5330
E-Mail: TrinityReformedRochester@gmail.com
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Facebook: Trinity Rochester

What’s your favorite part of Advent and Christmas?
Is it the countdown to Christmas?
Hot chocolate and a fire?
Carols on the radio?
Searching for gifts for loved ones?
Opening presents?
Is it the promise of time away from school or work?
Knowing that family will be coming soon?
Peppermint?
Snow?
Games and laughs with a certain someone?
A favorite Advent Calendar? (You can keep the chocolate, mine has Legos.)
The hymns that remind us that God is up to something spectacular?
One of my favorite parts of Advent is all the extra time spent getting ready. It is exhausting
and overwhelming; it is a gift and a joy. It is a month when people spend more energy and
time on family and church - and for that, I give thanks to God.

Sometimes people can get a touch cynical or bitter about the Christmas and Easter crowd
at church. Advent is a time when we can expect to see people at church that maybe we
haven’t seen in a while, and that’s a good thing. Advent is a time when there will be more
activity at Trinity than any other time, and that’s a good thing. During December, you can
bet that there will be the familiar faces and the die-hard worker-bees of the congregation,
and that’s a good thing. We will also see the not-so familiar faces, the people we see only
for special occasions, and we also might be reminded of the faces we don’t see anymore friends that have moved away and loved ones who have died.
The following challenge was posed to me this year and I forward it to you: In each person
you see this Advent, in the scurrying, the meddling, the cheery holiday well-wishes and the
exhausted, stressed-out furrowed brows...in every face you see, know that you look upon a
Child of God.
Advent is a time to prepare and wait for what God is about to do. I challenge you to also
see what God is already doing by placing people in your life, in your home, on your walk
through the parking lot, on the sidewalk, on the other end of the phone, and everywhere.
As we wait for the Christmas miracle, let us not overlook the gifts and the people that God
gives us already, right now.
In Christ’s Love,
Pastor Steve
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Consistory
Notes

The Pastor Search Committee has
reported they are evaluating resumes and
profiles as they are received. Please pray for
the Lord’s guidance in their work.

The budget report through the end of
October shows a spending of $4,266.77 over
income. The pledges are almost $3,000 over expectations, but the total
income is under expectation by more than $12,000. All major expense
categories are under budget. Our invested funds have increased in
value by 13.8% in 2019. The 2020 Budget as presented at the Annual
Meeting projected an income of $138,355.00 and projected expenses
of $211,707.65, resulting in a projected deficit of $71,90265 in 2020.

The January Communion offering has been designated to the RCA
Refugee Assistance for Children – UNHCR.
The internet change to Spectrum was stalled as we encountered
problems with the installation to our building along the old phone line
route under the sanctuary. Spectrum is investigating an alternative
cable route.
The cleaning, organizing, and refurbishing of the Education Building
basement rooms is an ongoing effort. The Consistory thanks John
Bernhard for his work to dispose of the items no longer needed.
We thank Rev. Bob Hann, Alexis VanZalen, and Sharon Hann for filling in
during the November 3rd worship service in response to Pastor Steve’s
last-minute emergency absence.
The presentations on stewardship by Bonnie Magin, Cole Palen, and
Carl Warn during October worship services were greatly appreciated.
The Annual Harvest Gathering raised $40,000 for Camp Fowler.
We are sorry to receive Kristen Hearn’s resignation, effective December
31, 2019. We wish her well with her ministry serving as a tour chaperone
for the African Children’s Choir.
We welcome new consistory members: Ted DeSoto, Elder and Kelly
Bradshaw, Deacon. We thank the retiring consistory members: Bonnie
Harris, Elder and Larry Scheerens, Deacon.
~Greg Halsey,

Consistory Clerk
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2019 CONSISTORY
Elders:
Jana DiPiazza
Sharon Hann, VP
Bonnie Harris
Lesley Holloway
Deacons:
Bill Almekinder
Greg Halsey, Clerk
Larry Scheerens
John Stratton

2020 CONSISTORY
Elders:
Ted DeSoto
Jana DiPiazza
Sharon Hann
Lesley Holloway
Deacons:
Bill Almekinder
Kelly Bradshaw
Greg Halsey
John Stratton

CONSISTORY MEMBER
OF THE WEEK
Dec. 1: Bonnie Harris
Dec. 8: Lesley Holloway

Dec. 15: Jana DiPiazza
Dec. 22: Greg Halsey
Dec. 29: TBD

CHURCH OFFICERS
Treasurer: Marge Magans
Benevolence Secretary:
Michael Holloway
Financial Secretary:
Greg Halsey

TRC Thursday Senior Breakfasts
Contact John Stratton with questions or concerns at (585) 267-7535
Date

Location

Note

Dec. 5

Atlantic Family Restaurant

Ridge Road in Webster

Dec. 12

Nutcracker Family Restaurant

Empire Blvd. in Webster

Dec. 19

Browncroft Family Restaurant

at Blossom Road

Dec. 26

East Ridge Diner & Steakhouse

East Ridge Road near Pep Boys

Jan. 2

Nutcracker Family Restaurant

Empire Blvd. in Webster

New Year’s Luncheon

Penfield Ecumenical Food Shelf

Wednesday, January 1st at Noon
Royal Dynasty Restaurant
Empire Blvd. in Webster





We order off the dinner menu and
each guest is responsible for their own bill.




Please place donations 
in the basket in the

Narthex. Thank you! 

We will need advance
reservations. Please sign up
on the bulletin board or
call John Stratton at
(585) 267-7535 by Sunday,
December 15th.

Mustard
Pancake Syrup
Boxed Potatoes
Sugar
Shampoo
Conditioner
Laundry Detergent
Dish Soap

RCA Today Magazine
It has come to our attention that some
members receive the quarterly denominational magazine and others do not. The
magazine contains information on issues
from General Synod as well as the ministries
of the denomination and its various
churches. Subscriptions are free.

Our Sunday morning worship
programs for children –
Children in Worship and The
Gathering – are still in need of
people to be present as
second adults. All children’s
programming requires the
presence of two adults at all
times. Volunteers would leave worship after
the children’s message to assist the groups.
No advance preparation is needed. If you
are interested in assisting, contact Marion
Spencer for Children & Worship (ages 3 second grade) or Debbie Halsey for The
Gathering.

If you do not receive this
magazine and would like
to, please let Greg Halsey
know. If you receive the
magazine and would
rather not, please also
contact Greg Halsey. He
will be working with the subscription
office to update the address list.
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TRWM: Our December meeting will be held on Friday, December 6th at
1:00 pm in the Lounge. After a brief business meeting and a time of
prayer, our programs will follow, entitled, ADVENT: Expectation &
Preparation and CHRISTMAS: The Birth of Christ. Following our programs,
refreshments will be served by Ramona Curtis and Ruth Espinosa-Barone.
During this time we will have our fellowship gathering. ALL women are
invited to join with us. A blessed Christmas to all!
As in previous years, the Mission Committee is organizing Angel Tree Gifts to benefit the
children of Trillium Health clients. There is a tree in the Narthex adorned with the names of
children for whom we will provide a Christmas package.
When you take an angel, please sign the sheet next to the number(s)/
name(s) that you have taken along with your phone number. There is a
limit of $25 per child – please keep this in mind as we want to be fair to
families in which more than one child will be receiving one of our gifts. If
the item specified is too costly or you aren’t sure on item selections or
clothing sizes, it is acceptable to purchase a $25 WalMart or Target gift
card that can be wrapped and given to the child. All wrapped gifts must
be returned to Trinity by Sunday, December 8th with the cardboard tag
affixed to the package. Thank you in advance for being a part of this mission and making
the holiday season brighter for these children!
Our monthly adult Sunday School class entitled “What Are Hymns and Worship Music
Really Saying?” is set to continue on Sunday, December 15th. This month, our focus will be
on the following songs:
 Light of the World (Lauren Daigle)
 Behold the Lamb of God (Andrew Peterson)
 O Come, O Come Emmanuel (Hymn #88)
 What Child Is This (Hymn #145)
Participants are strongly encouraged to listen to these multiple times before we meet.
Really focus on the words and see what God is saying to you through them. We will try to
draw parallels between the songs, so thinking of a common theme may be helpful in your
study. If you have any questions, please speak with Michaela. Hope to see you there!
Please submit items for Trinity Times by 9:00 am, Wednesday
mornings. You may email TRChurchSecretary@gmail.com, or
call the office at (585) 381-5330.
I will be out of the office from December 23rd to December 27th, and again on
December 31st and January 1st. I wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year!
~Michaela Johnson ,
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Secretary

12/3 Christopher Griswold

12/17/1960 59 years

Ralph & Liz Dalton

12/5 Larry Scheerens

12/19/1953 66 years

Ted & Evelyn DeSoto

12/6 Marge Magans
12/7 Bob Hann

Gingerbread House Decorating Party

12/7 Carol McCarthy

Friday, December 6th at 5:30 pm

12/12 Joan Bernhardt

Pizza, veggies, beverages, and
gingerbread supplies will be provided!

12/12 Herb Spencer
12/16 Edith DeBack
12/16 Carl Warn
12/19 Christine Perec

RSVPs are mandatory. Please sign up on the
bulletin board or contact Kristen & Michaela
by Wednesday, December 4th.

12/24 Kristin Shuman
12/26 Marion Spencer

December 1st
December 8th
December 15th

December 22nd
January 5th

Our Bell Choir is in
need of ringers!
No previous
experience is
necessary. This is a
great opportunity
to make a joyful noise to the Lord!
They rehearse on Wednesdays at
6:15 pm and play occasionally
during worship services. Contact
Sue DeVuyst if you are interested!

As the end of the year quickly approaches, please
remember that all contributions
made to the church need to be
received (or postmarked) by
December 31, 2019. Contact
Greg Halsey with any questions.

If you are interested in purchasing a poinsettia to
decorate the sanctuary, please sign up on the
bulletin board. The cost will be $8.00 each;
payment can be given to Pat Hughes. They will be
delivered the second Sunday of Advent,
December 8th and they may taken home after
Christmas Eve. If you have any questions, please
see Lesley Holloway.
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Updates From Our Missionaries
Peter & Patty Ford: The Fords remind us that Christian love is alive and well in northeastern
Syria. They ask that you pray for wisdom and restraint on the part of the politicians and
leaders in this complex region.

JJ & Tim TenClay: As part of her work with refugees, JJ recently participated in a workshop in
Montreal, Quebec entitled Journeying into Friendships. They focused on building
relationships between Christians and Muslims, both globally and within our communities.
Wayne & Miho Jansen: The Jansens ask that you keep the students Miho works with who are
learning English in your prayers. Pray that, through her, they will see that a Japanese
woman can be fully saved by the Messiah.
Felipe and Janelle deWaard-Silva: We will begin sponsoring Felipe and Janelle in 2020. They
were recently approved to begin a church plant in Romania and will soon be purchasing a
building. They plan to begin renovations and worship services in February. They ask us to
pray that the people there will have open hearts.
For additional information and/or to sign-up to receive updates from
our missionaries, please visit:
https://rca.org/peter-patty-ford
https://rca.org/jj-tim-tenclay
https://rca.org/wayne-miho-jansen
https://rca.org/felipe-and-janelle-dewaard-silva

Camp Fowler Registration opens on Sunday, December 1st. For more information, to register
a camper, and/or sign up to be a volunteer, visit https://www.campfowler.org/summer.
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African Children’s Choir
As announced in the Annual Meeting, Kristen Hearn will be leaving Trinity Reformed Church in
January 2020. She will spend the next year volunteering as a chaperone with the African
Children’s Choir’s 51st Choir. This choir is made up of eighteen Ugandan children between the
ages of seven and eleven who have been selected to tour the United States and the United
Kingdom performing several concerts each week and sharing the daily realities they face in
their home country. Ultimately, the children are raising funding for their education: a valuable
resource to which they would otherwise not have access.
Being selected to join the African Children's Choir is a truly life-changing experience for these
children. They will have the opportunity to experience the West and improve their Englishspeaking abilities, all while doing two of the things they love most: singing and dancing. Upon
returning home, the children will complete their education, enabling them to secure consistent
jobs and break out of the poverty cycle that has plagued much of East Africa for generations.
Kristen will travel with the children for the duration of the tour (approximately ten months). In
January, she will fly to Kampala, Uganda for two weeks to meet the choir children. During her
time there, she will tour their school, sit in on some of their lessons and rehearsals, and even
meet their families. At the conclusion of this visit, the chaperones and children will all fly to the
United States to begin the official tour. While on the road, the choir will travel by bus to each
new concert venue and stay with host families each night. While each chaperone has a
different job during the tour, all chaperones will be serving as the primary caretakers for the
children, teaching them about Christ, and helping them with their studies that continue during
their concert tour. Kristen is taking on the role of Tour Administrator. She will be responsible for
the choir’s documents, finances, and inventory throughout the tour, making sure all of the
paperwork is handled correctly and that the children have everything they need at all times.
For those of you who know Kristen personally, it probably does not
come as a surprise that this role fits her and her international
business background extremely well. That being said, it is a
volunteer position and she is not being paid to do this, so she will
be dependent on raising funds to cover her personal expenses
while on tour. This includes but is not limited to: visas, health
insurance, and plane tickets to Uganda and the United Kingdom.
Please keep Kristen in your prayers as she prepares for and
embarks on this new adventure. If you would like to support her
financially, feel free to reach out for more details, or donate online
using the link below. Be sure to put “Donation for Chaperone
Kristen Hearn’s BPS account” in the notes section on the donation
page so that the money goes directly to her account.
Donation Link: https://africanchildrenschoir.com/help/give-now/
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Christian Book Review
By Marion Crump Spencer
Christmas becomes more meaningful when we can apply the teachings and
events to our everyday lives. Colors of Christmas, two novellas in one volume,
by Olivia Newport offers hope in the challenges of aging and moving forward
beyond loss. The first novella, Christmas in Gold, begins with Astrid being
transported by her son to an assisted living facility. Though she knows she needs
the assistance as she recovers from a broken leg, Astrid still resents the finality of
the arrangement. As they drive to the new city, which is closer to where her son,
Alex, and his family live, Astrid chides herself for her accidental fall which
precipitated the urgency of the move from her home of 37 years.

As Astrid settles into her small apartment, she is not lacking in social interaction
and excitement as the staff recruit residents to help with Christmas decorations.
But rather than lifting her spirits as in her earlier days, decorating reminds her of the difficult times she
experienced in war-torn Germany during and after the rule of Hitler. The presence of a tree
decorated in gold triggers many happy and sad memories for Astrid. Newport gives much insight
into the plight of German citizens whom did not embrace the Nazi propaganda. These citizens lived
in fear of being labeled Jewish sympathizers. At 14 years of age, the young boys were pressed into
becoming part of the Hitler Youth Army, or faced imprisonment or execution. Businesses and
livelihoods were lost as a result of bombings or the Nazi armies seizing the profits and goods. Since
he always had a love of Christmas, Astrid’s father attempted to keep many of their traditions alive,
including placing large gold ornaments on their Christmas tree. Though it put her in danger, Astrid
sought a relationship with Christ at an early age.
A concurrent story line concerning Carly, Astrid’s physical therapist, is also woven into this novella.
Newport intertwines the experiences of these two different women masterfully and realistically. Carly
has her guard up as a former male co-worker is stalking her. She and her pre-school age son have
moved several times for safety. Newport shares the limitations of a restraining order and the reality
of the danger that remains for victims, regardless of legal actions. Newport enables us to sense the
desperation and isolation Carly experiences. Despite her best efforts to evade discovery, the stalker
finds Carly again. During their physical therapy sessions, Astrid acquires pieces of Carly’s apparent
turmoil. It then becomes Astrid’s mission to help Carly find the peace of knowing Jesus, especially in
the valleys of life.
Astrid does find purpose in her new environment and Carly does find some peace after attending
a Christmas Eve worship service with Astrid. However, Newport does lend an air of wondering what
the next story will be in the lives of these women.
“I am able to do all things through Him who strengthens me.” Philippians 4:13

Please call Barb Stoops at (585) 506-5559 with prayer requests,
or with information about people for whom we are praying.
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*calendar items
subject to change

December 2019
Trinity Reformed Church
SUN

MON

1

2

10a– Worship

7p– AMPS

TUE
3

12:30p– CAYA

9

6

7

5:45p– Music &
Worship

9a– Sr. Breakfast

1p– TRWM

6p– Finance

5:30p– Gingerbread Party

10a– Crafts for
a Cause

7p– Deacons

7p– Manuele
Bible Study

12

3:30p– Elders

6:15p– Bells

9a– Sr. Breakfast

9a– Cookie Sale

7p– Choir

7p– Consistory

10a– Crafts for
a Cause

18

19

20

21

6p– Mission

9a– Sr. Breakfast

6p– Come to Dinner

10a– Crafts for
a Cause

26

27

28

15

16

17

10a– Worship

7p– Pastor Search 11:45a– Men’s
Committee
Lunch

6:30p– Discipleship
Group

13

12p– Dahlia
Society

11

6:30p– Discipleship
Group

6:15p– Bells

14

7p– Choir

23

10a– Worship

24

25

7:30p– Candlelight
Service

12:30p– CAYA

9a– Sr. Breakfast

5:00p– Advent
Vespers
6:30p– Discipleship
Group

29

SAT

10

12:30p– CAYA

22

FRI

5

7p– Choir

10a– Worship

12:30p– CAYA

THU

4

6:15p– Bells

6:30p– Discipleship
Group

8

WED

30

31

10a– Worship
12:30p– CAYA
6:30p– Discipleship
Group

10

10a– Crafts for
a Cause

Help us decorate the church hallways this Advent! Color the picture below any way you’d
like and return it to the church office so it can be added to our display!
Additional copies will be available in the Narthex.
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