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Annual Chicken BBQ: The Outreach Committee is pleased to announce 

that the annual Chicken BBQ benefitting TRC missions will be held on 

Saturday, September 21st from 12:00 pm til 4:00 pm (unless we sell out 

sooner!).  

Reservations can be made by calling the church office or purchasing 

tickets after worship. A sheet will be placed on 

the bulletin board for people to sign-up to help 

serve and/or provide brownies. Please let all 

your relatives, neighbors, and friends know of 

this event to help us be successful! 

Come join us for another Chew ’n’ Chat! We will enjoy a potluck luncheon, followed by a 

series of brief presentations highlighting the Christian Education activities that will be  

available this fall. All ages are welcome!  

We will share our meal together in the Fellowship 

Hall immediately following worship. After eating, 

the children will head downstairs for some fun  

activities with Kristen and Michaela, while the 

adults stay and enjoy the presentations. Following 

this time, everyone will reunite to enjoy dessert  

before heading home. If you are interested in  

attending, please look for the sign-up sheet on the 

bulletin board in the main hallway. To save on dishes, we are asking each family to bring 

their own place settings (plates, cups, silverware, etc.). If you have any questions, feel free 

to reach out to Lesley, Kristen, or Michaela, as this event is co-sponsored by the Elders, 

Christian Education Committee, and Associates for Youth and Family Ministry. We hope you 

will join us for the fifth installation of this enjoyable event!  
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Grace and Peace to you! 

Hi, I’m Pastor Steve Meyer and I am honored and blessed to be the interim 

pastor here at Trinity Reformed for the next year! Through interviews,  

Consistory meetings, and social media I feel like I already know some names 

and faces; there are certainly more people and things to learn about and 

I’m excited to do so. 

Let’s jump right in with two different ways I hope that we can get to know each other: 

As some Trinity members have already experienced, I wear some of my life’s passions (literally and 

figuratively) on my sleeve, and some of the things that are unique to me and my family are things 

that you are bound to find out about. I invite you to teach me about yourself in the same way. I 

want to hear what makes you tick, what special hobbies/skills/pastimes you’re really dedicated to, 

what special nuance of your home, work, or free-time sets you apart, what makes you weird, what 

thing does everybody know about you that I haven’t heard yet? 

The other thing I invite you to do is invite me into your home. I recognize this might seem forward, but 

there is a lot you can learn about someone when they take a chance and invite you into their 

home. If you came into my house and poked around a bit you might notice:   

 The kitchen-dining-living room space is the clear priority. We call it the Great Hall. That’s where 

we spend our time as a family, eating, learning, laughing, singing, and growing. 

 That sign says “Dad’s Kitchen” and means it. 

 The Legos aren’t stored in a separate “play room”. They’re too important to be anywhere but 

the Great Hall. 

 There’s a lot of Stevie Wonder paraphernalia. 

So I ask you to consider helping me get to know you by inviting me into your home, if you’re willing; 

and please don’t go out of your way to clean/tidy up for me. Relax. I’m interested to find out if you 

have a priority for keeping things tucked away and out of sight or if the priority and preference is for 

the important and favorite things to be seen and accessible. Is the dog willing to lose its favorite spot 

on the couch for a guest (I love dogs, by the way)?  Do you keep dirty dishes in or next to the sink 

(Dad’s Kitchen does both – utensils in, plates and glasses next to). I’m happy to come over for  

coffee, a seat on the porch in the breeze, or to help prep dinner. 

I look forward to this coming year with y’all. I hope we can get to know and love each other quickly. 

Because there’s a lot of work to do: the Gospel doesn’t preach itself, there are hungry people to 

feed, forgiveness to be proclaimed, justice to demand, and love to grow and share. This is the  

discipleship we are all called to – I can’t wait for God to guide us through it together. 

           In Christ’s Love, 

           Pastor Steve 

“Did you know that True Love asks for nothing? 

Her acceptance is the way we pay. 

Did you know that Life is giving Love a guarantee,  

to last through forever and to another day?” 

   Stevie Wonder, “As” 

   Songs in the Key of Life, 1976 
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We welcome Rev. Steven Meyer to help us 

during our search for a new pastor. We 

hope everyone will give him your prayers 

and support as he leads us in our ministries 

for Christ.  

The Education Committee appreciates the response to the survey 

concerning adult Sunday School topics. The Committee will be  

exploring leadership to provide classes concerning prayer, hymns, 

and/or women in the Bible.  

The Consistory regretfully accepted the resignation of Steve Letter as 

Benevolence Secretary, but is pleased to announce the appointment 

of Michael Holloway as Benevolence Secretary.  

Because of lower than anticipated expenses (particularly the non-

payment of pastoral expenses), our Operating Fund had a balance of 

$6,452 at the end of July. Our ministry expenses are expected to wipe 

out this surplus during the fall months. The weekly offering is under by 

more than $11,000. 

The Deacons, with assistance of the Finance Committee, will soon be 

developing the 2020 budget. We ask all committees and members 

with suggested expenses for next year please submit them to the 

Board of Deacons. 

The Consistory is beginning the process for nominations for the 2020 

Consistory. We will be looking for 2-3 new elders and 2-3 new deacons. 

We are asking members to pray for God’s guidance. If you would like 

to suggest a nominee or feel called to serve yourself, please notify: 

Greg Halsey, Sharon Hann, Bonnie Harris, or Larry Scheerens. 

The Consistory appreciates Jacquie Greene for her leadership with the 

Strawberry Festival. Her hard work and the work of so many helpers 

produced another successful festival. 

The Consistory also appreciates the helpful guidance from Rev. Steven 

Rodriquez, Classis minister supervisor, and Lois Fiegl, Classis Elder  

supervisor. 

       ~Greg Halsey, 

         Consistory Clerk 

Consistory  

Notes 

2019 CONSISTORY 

Elders:  

Jana DiPiazza 

Sharon Hann, VP 

Bonnie Harris 

Lesley Holloway 
 

Deacons:  

Bill Almekinder 

Greg Halsey, Clerk; 

Larry Scheerens 

John Stratton 

CONSISTORY MEMBER  

OF THE WEEK 

Sept. 1: Lesley Holloway 

Sept. 8:  

Sept. 15:  

Sept. 22: Bill Almekinder 

Sept. 29:  

Please submit items for Trinity Times by 9:00 am, Wednesday mornings. You may email 

TRChurchSecretary@gmail.com, or call the office at (585) 381-5330.  

 Thank you all for your patience and flexibility as I have transitioned 

 into this new role here at Trinity! I’m enjoying my new responsibilities!  

~ Michaela Johnson , 

Secretary  

CHURCH OFFICERS  

Treasurer: Marge Magans  

Benevolence Secretary:   

Michael Holloway 

Financial Secretary:  

Greg Halsey 
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Date Location Note 

Sept. 5 Country Club Diner East Ave. near Wegman’s 

Sept. 12 Atlantic Ridge Rd. in Webster 

Sept. 19 Nutcracker Empire Blvd. in Webster 

Sept. 26 Mama Lor’s Ridge Rd. at Monroe-Wayne CLR 

TRC Thursday Senior Breakfasts 
Contact John Stratton with questions or concerns at (585) 267-7535 

Last year, the Consistory formed a Stewardship Task 

Force, so that we could start communicating with the 

congregation about the needs for this fall. We will use a 

simple candle for our symbol, so that we will understand 

that we are to spread the light of Christ this year. 

First, a thanks to all who have helped in the absence of a pastor. It will be great to 

have Rev. Meyer come and help lead us. Without your help, we would not be as 

far as we have come. 

Stewardship is not just money. Without your time, talent, and resources, there 

would be no church. So, thanks again! 

We will be sharing an update on our plans on a regular basis. 

 Pancake Mix 

 Syrup 

 Coffee 

 Boxed Potatoes 

 Kleenex 

Penfield Ecumenical Food Shelf 

Please place donations  

in the basket in the Narthex. Thank you! 

September 1st 

October 6th 

October 27th 

November 3rd 

November 24th 

December 1st 

December 8th 

December 15th 

December 22nd 

January 5th 

*schedule subject to change 

 Any help with Coffee Hour is greatly appreciat-

ed! See Jacquie Greene with any questions. 

There are plenty of open days this fall for you 

to give it a try. Feel free to keep it simple! 

 If you have any dishes in the church kitchen, 

please retrieve them as soon as possible! 

 As we prepare for the Cookie Sale, please 

bring any jam/jelly jars to the church kitchen. 

Reminders From the Kitchen 
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Choir will resume on Wednesday, September 4th with rehearsal at 7pm. 

New or curious participants are welcome to join or to try a rehearsal or 

two. Please talk to Alexis (alexis.a.vanzalen@gmail.com; 616-510-5344) if 

you have any questions!    

Bell Choir will resume on Wednesday, September 11th with rehearsal at 

6:15pm. We’ll look through some music for this year and try out some 

things. We hope to get in some meetings in October. Please contact Sue 

DeVuyst if you would like to ring bells! 

TRWM: Welcome back! Our first meeting of this new season will be on 

Friday, September 13th in the lounge at 1pm. We shall gather for a time 

of business and prayer, following which we shall watch a DVD entitled 

Rediscovering God in America, narrated by Newt and Callista  

Gingrich. We shall take a walk with them through our nation’s historic 

monuments and memorials. This film illustrates the importance of our 

Creator to our nation’s founders and their successors. After the film, we shall have a time of 

refreshments and fellowship. Looking forward to seeing ALL women who are able to join us. 

Our Children and Worship season begins with 

two Orientation sessions. On Saturday, Sep-

tember 14th, we will meet at 10am for songs, 

a simple art project, and some delicious 

treats. On Sunday, September 15th, we will 

meet after the children's message during 

worship.  

The Gathering will resume 

on Sunday, September 15th. 

We will meet in the lounge 

after the children’s message 

during worship.  

We welcome new and returning worshippers, 

as well as parents. Come join us!  

Our Sunday morning worship 

programs for children –  

Children in Worship and The 

Gathering – are in need of 

people to be present as  

second adults. All children’s 

programming requires the 

presence of two adults at all 

times. People volunteering would leave 

worship after the children’s message to  

assist the groups. No advance preparation 

is needed. If you are interested in assisting, 

contact Marion Spencer for Children and 

Worship (ages 3 - second grade) or Debbie 

Halsey for The Gathering. 
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We had another very successful and blessed week at 

H.O.M.E. in Orland, Maine! 

Bill and Cathy Almekinder, Tom and Sharon Moenter 

(Pultneyville Reformed Church), and Sam Manuele had a 

busy week. While Cathy and Sharon worked organizing and 

cleaning the sewing room, Bill, Tom, and Sam built a 30’ 

handicapped ramp for the stained glass studio. This will  

allow better access to the studio so that more people can 

learn how to make stained glass and stone engravings.  

As always, we were welcomed with open arms. We enjoyed Sunday worship with a handful of 

H.O.M.E. members and Sister Lucy, which is always a moving experience.  

Things seem to be going well, but there is always a need for volunteers because the work  

never ends. If you are interested in hearing more, please contact any one of us or check their  

website (http://www.homemmausa.org/).  

Thank you for all the monetary contributions which covers the  

supplies that we need to complete construction projects. All funds 

that are not used for supplies are donated to the organization. We 

appreciate every donation which makes this trip possible and 

helps us accomplish much-needed projects.  

As always, when we are at H.O.M.E., we experience how God is 

moving there to improve the lives of their residents and clients. 

Friends in Fellowship enjoyed 

a Rochester Red Wings game 

on Sunday, July 28th.   

Beautiful weather made for a 

great time, and the Wings 

won the game 6-5. 

Trinity was blessed to host our annual Neighborhood 

Appreciation Day on Sunday, August 18th. The 

weather was perfect, the food and activities were 

plentiful, and relationships were deepened. Each 

year we take a moment to thank our fabulous 

neighbors and get to know some new ones.   

Everyone had fun with food, a magic show, pony 

rides, games, crafts, and more! Special thanks to 

CAYA and everyone that helped make the event a 

success!  



7 

Get to Know TRC’s New Staff! 
Trinity has been blessed with two new staff members this summer! While Michaela has been 

here at TRC for nearly two years, she began her new role as Church Secretary on July 1st.  

Pastor Steve joined us on August 15th to begin his year-long ministry here at TRC.  

Read below to get to know them a bit better! 

Rev. Steven Meyer Michaela Johnson 

Hometown: Hamlin, NY 

Hobbies: Legos, video 

games, concert  

going, singing, home  

improvement projects 

Favorite Food: Cheesecake. Now, mind 

you, cheesecake is a pie (crust with a filling 

= pie). So, which side are you on: cake or 

pie? I'm team pie, hands down. 

Favorite Book/Movie: I'm just getting back 

into reading. My daughter and I both read 

Ender's Game. I also really loved Eyes of the 

Dragon by Stephen King. I love the movie 

The Lorax and really enjoyed the latest run 

of Marvel movies. 

Favorite Rochester Location:  

Strong Museum of Play, though we often 

take guests to Niagara Falls. 

Bucket List Destination: This past summer I 

checked off a Stevie Wonder concert at 

Red Rocks Amphitheater in Denver. Still 

waiting to go see the Grand Canyon. 

Favorite Bible Passage: Romans 8:31-39 — 

Nothing can separate us from God's 

love.  N-O-T-H-I-N-G. 

Hometown: Schoharie, NY 

Hobbies: Watching movies, playing board 

and card games, cooking and baking  

Favorite Food: Ice cream (But, for the  

record, I'm definitely team cake!)  

Favorite Book/Movie: Lately, I haven't had 

much time to read anything other than 

textbooks and journal articles for grad 

school. But, as far as movies go, I love The 

Parent Trap, the Harry Potter series, and the 

Pitch Perfect trilogy.  

Favorite Rochester Locations:  

Pittsford Wegman's and the Public Market 

Bucket List Destination: In the US, I'd really 

like to visit Michigan and the many friends I 

have there. But I’m also always down for a 

trip to Maine. As for traveling abroad, I'm 

hoping to make my way back to Europe 

soon.  

Favorite Bible Passage: Jeremiah 29:11— 

Luckily, God’s got it all planned out, even 

when we don’t! 
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Christian Book Review 
By Marion Crump Spencer 

For any fans of The Wizard of Oz, a delightful book by Leanna Ellis,  

Ruby’s Slippers, draws many fascinating parallels with the classic work while 

teaching us valuable lessons on faith and trust in God. Peppered with humor 

and dynamic dialogue between characters, this is a book that you will devour.   

Dottie lives alone with her dog, Otto, on a farm in Kansas. Dottie, the elder of 

two sisters, retires at age 35 from teaching to maintain the farm after their  

mother dies. Abby leaves the farm to pursue her dream of acting. The siblings, 

who are always at odds, are alike in their efforts to find their father who  

abandoned them without any communication or assistance. This longing for a 

relationship with their father shapes their decisions and relationships.  

Ellis’ use of dialect transports us to the Kansas of The Wizard of Oz. Conjuring up visuals of the movie, 

a tornado occurs while Dottie and Otto are in the farmhouse. After being in a coma for two months, 

Dottie awakens in a recovery facility in southern California. She has a vague memory of her father 

visiting her. He leaves her a box containing some ruby slippers, and the great adventure begins.   

Dottie and Abby’s grandmother was a seamstress who worked on the set of the motion picture, and 

was a great friend of Judy Garland. Judy Garland wore several pairs of ruby slippers during the  

filming and she gave the grandmother one pair. If authentic, the slippers in Dottie’s possession 

would be worth nearly a million dollars!   

Abby arranged for the farmland to be auctioned in a week. However, the sale of the slippers could 

pay off the auction costs or remain in Dottie’s possession as part of their heritage.   

Plagued by her father’s appearance and her desire for a “real family”, Dottie makes it her mission to 

find him. Armed with the slippers, Dottie and Otto venture out and meet Sophia (the Scarecrow) 

who masterminds the journey, Dottie’s Uncle Tim (the Tin Man) who has a heart of gold, and Leo 

(the Cowardly Lion) who is haunted by fear.   

Though the story appears familiar, your interest will be captured as they explore the Pacific coastline 

in search of Dottie’s father.  There are many valuable lessons taught in this journey, with each  

character adding insight into this adventure. Through this “real family” Dottie establishes a  

relationship with her heavenly Father and finds that He is the one she has longed for all her life. 

Ellis succeeded in creating a new appreciation for The Wizard of Oz and applying its lessons to our 

relationships with others and with God. Read this book for more insights into your own faith journey. 

Who has God placed in your path to lead you to Him? 

 

“Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.” 

Matthew 7:7 

Please call Barb Stoops at (585) 506-5559 with prayer requests, or 

with information about people for whom we are praying.  
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 

10a– Worship 

12:30p– CAYA 

 

2 

 

3 4 

7p– Choir 

5 

9a– Sr. Breakfast 

6p– Finance 

7p– Deacons 

6 

7p– Manuele 

         Bible Study 

7 

10a– Crafts for  

            a Cause 

8 

10a– Worship 

11:15– Chew ‘n’ Chat 

12:30p– CAYA 

9 10 

1:45p– Classis 

Exec. Committee 

11 

6:15p– Bells 

7p– Choir 

12 

9a– Sr. Breakfast 

7p– Consistory 

13 14 

10a– Crafts for  

            a Cause 

15 

10a– Worship 

12:30p– CAYA 

16 17 

7p– Christian Ed.  

18 

6:15p– Bells 

7p– Choir 

19 

9a– Sr. Breakfast 

7p– Elders 

20 

7p– Manuele 

         Bible Study 

21 

10a– Crafts for  

            a Cause 

12p– Chicken BBQ 

22 

10a– Worship 

12:30p– CAYA 

23 

 

24 25 

6p– Mission  

6:15p– Bells 

7p– Choir 

26 

9a– Sr. Breakfast 

27 

6p– Come to Dinner 

28 

10a– Crafts for  

            a Cause 

29 

10a– Worship 

12:30p– CAYA 

30      

September 2019 

Trinity Reformed Church 

*calendar items 

subject to change 

9/1 Amber Spencer 9/17 Claire Keymel 9/29 Liz Dalton 

9/9 Robert Becker 9/20 Bill Almekinder 9/29 Chuck DiPiazza 

9/10 Sarah Berry 9/24 Debbie McGarvey 9/29 Heather Heberle 

9/11 Lorraine Heunemann 9/25 Keith Adams   

9/12 John Stratton 9/26 Denise Cardoza   

9/7/1974 Chuck & Jana DiPiazza 45 years 

9/11/1954 Don & Evelyn DeVries 65 years 

9/23/1950 John & Marilyn Lasher 69 years 
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