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HE Lives! Halleluiah, Praise God!
Penfield Food Shelf
John Bernhard devotes much time
volunteering at the Penfield Ecumenical
Food Shelf. On a recent Saturday
afternoon, the Warns and Holloways were
traveling homeward on Jackson Road when
we spotted John getting into his vehicle in
front of the food shelf building. We pulled
in and accepted John’s gracious offer to
give us a tour (Michael was the only one
who had been at this site before). ~ CHW
Here is a glimpse of this impressive facility:

"Why do you look for the living
among the dead? He is not here, but
has risen." ... Now it was Mary
Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother
of James, and the other women with
them who told this to the apostles.
But these words seemed to them an
idle tale, and they did not believe
them. (Luke 24:5b, 10-11).
Happy Easter! Whether you are reading this before that wonderful day or
afterwards, the celebration of Easter is of great importance to many of
you. Beautiful flowers, lovely music, glorious alleluias, dear friends and
family, all in the embrace of the good news of Christ’s resurrection.
Much as the same every year.
But what does it mean? What are we celebrating when we celebrate
Easter?
The message of Easter is good news: that Christ is risen; that in him,
death has been conquered, new life is revealed, the old order is on the
run. This is good news, very good news. But what are we to make of it?
Do we receive it as the good news that it truly is? Or, like those disciples
who were first told about the resurrection by its first witnesses, do these
words seem to us an idle tale?
Many treat this good news as an idle tale by rejecting it, by not believing
it. And we see that disbelief all around us, by the reality of religious
pluralism in our world, by the number of people who do not identify
themselves as Christian, and the rising number of those who once did but
no longer do.
But there are other ways of treating the resurrection as an idle tale. And
perhaps the most pervasive way is simply to live as if it never happened.
Christ has risen from the dead. We can either say "oh, that's nice" and go
on with our lives, or we can allow that news to impact our living,
changing how we see reality and how we interact with our world. I hope
we choose the latter. The good news of the resurrection shows us that
death is not the ultimate reality. It shows us that even the most hopeless
situations can be redeemed by God. It shows us that in Christ anything
can be made new.
We could live as if this were not the case. Or we could choose to live
striving to see reality in the light of Easter. We could look for light in the
darkness, for hope in the hopeless. We could reject the despair that says,
"it's not worth it." We could live seeking forgiveness and seeking to
forgive.
I urge all of you to strive to live in the light of Easter.
Christ’s peace,

Pastor Dan

dgriswol@rochester.rr.com

Consistory Member
of the Week
April 1 – Greg Halsey
April 8 – Yi-Fen Lee
April 15 – Sharon Hann
April 22 – Yi-Fen Lee
April 29 – TBD

2018 Consistory *
Minister of Word & Sacrament:
The Rev. Dr. Dan Griswold

Elders:
Evelyn Ghyzel
Sharon Hann, VP
Bonnie Harris
Yi-Fen Lee
John Stratton
Deacons:
Kelly Bradshaw
Greg Halsey, Clerk
Jeannetta Kinmond
Larry Scheerens
~ ~ ~

Treasurer: Marge Magans
Benevolence Secr’y: Steve Letter
Financial Secr’y: Greg Halsey
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Friends in Fellowship is an informal group at Trinity
Reformed Church who provide monthly, fun
opportunities for fellowship for the congregation. This
provides a way of getting to know other congregational
members in an informal enjoyable setting whether 4 or
20 attend.

The Consistory developed several goals for 2018.
• To provide effective support for our Youth
•
•
•
•
•

Over the years this has included party gatherings,
picnics, concerts and plays and athletic event
attendance, bowling and miniature golf, museum and
park visits.

Ministry Associates.
To establish a stewardship team or task force.
To assess the effectiveness of our committee
structure.
To effect a reboot of the Personnel Committee.
To conduct a spiritual gifts assessment of the
congregation.
To reorient the work of the Board of Deacons
toward specific congregational ministries.

All that is asked of group members are three things.
1. Attend as many events as your interest and
schedule allow.
2. Attend the planning meeting (usually held early
each calendar year) as you are able.
3. Periodically, again if you are able, to host one
of the monthly events of your choice. (All costs
are shared by those attending.)
Responsibility of the Hosts:
• Make the arrangements for the event.
• Advertise the event in the newsletter (due by
the 15th of the month before the event) and in
the bulletin.

The Budget report from the end of February
indicates a deficit in the pledge of approximately
$2,000.
The April communion and Easter mission offering
is designated to be given to Camp Fowler.

We will have a planning meeting on Sunday, April 15
at 12:20 PM in the Fellowship Hall. Please join us for
pizza, fellowship and ideas for monthly events. A sign
up sheet is in the hallway bulletin board so we know
how much pizza to order. Any questions see Greg or
Debbie Halsey

The Consistory is very appreciative to John
Stratton and all those who helped in the hospitality
for the February Classis meeting.
Greg Halsey, Consistory Clerk

Why we need Easter

Don’t forget our friends at
the Penfield Ecumenical
Food Pantry. They would
appreciate: Canned
tomatoes, pancake mix,
syrup, flour, sugar,
crackers, mayonnaise,

No one is exempt from tragedy or disappointment —
even God was not exempt. Jesus offered no immunity,
no way out of the unfairness, but rather a way through it
to the other side. Just as Good Friday demolished the
instinctive belief that this life is supposed to be fair,
Easter Sunday followed with its startling clue to the
riddle of the universe. Out of the darkness, a bright light
shone. …

gravy, broth, and coffee
Please place your donations in the basket in the narthex.

The cross of Christ may have overcome evil, but it did
not overcome unfairness. For that, Easter is required, a
bright clue that someday God will restore all physical
reality to its proper place.
—Philip Yancey, Disappointment With God
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CHRISTIAN BOOK REVIEW
by Marion Crump Spencer
Francine Rivers always plumbs the underlying
motivations of each of her protagonists and
educates her readers. Her newest work, The
Masterpiece explores the world of graffiti, gangs,
art, and “parkour” (be sure to Google this!). We
also see how committed believers can fall away
from their faith and are in spiritual battles with
Satan. Roman and Grace have drastically different
beginnings. Yet their faith journeys collide.
The novel opens with Roman painting a signature graffiti “tag” so high up
on a prominent building that it would be dangerous to remove it. His
engagement in parkour and escaping police capture provides a major rush
for Roman. Roman is a former gang member/graffiti artist who is now a
respected, famous, and wealthy artist known for his unique renderings. His
signature “Brd” tag from his gang days graces buildings all over Los
Angeles and even some art museums in Europe. Despite all of his expensive
trappings, Roman is plagued by a past filled with abandonment and tragic
loss. His one saving grace is his stint at a juvenile detention ranch run by
caring people who helped him hone his artistic talent.
The other main character, Grace, is also a victim of tragic loss in
childhood. Grace recounts a miraculous experience with an angel which
solidified all the things she was learning in Sunday School. However, after
a failed marriage fraught with deception, Grace rebelled against her beliefs
and became pregnant with Samuel. She decided to keep the baby and raise
him for a time with the help of a couple seeking adoption who took them
both into their home while expecting to formally adopt Samuel. Having quit
college, Grace finds herself dependent on this family and fearful that she
will never be able to support Samuel.
As different as their lives were, when Grace went to work as Roman’s
personal assistant, there was instant chemistry. Roman had no faith in God
and she was once again seeking Him. Roman only had love for himself and
Grace loved her supportive friends from church and her infant son. Roman
is rich beyond anything Grace could imagine and she is practically
homeless.

Readings from
the Revised
Common Lectionary
- YEAR B
Resurrection of the Lord,
April 1, Easter Day:
Acts 10:34-43 or Isaiah 25:6-9;
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24;
1 Corinthians 15:1-11 or
Acts 10:34-43; John 20:1-18 or
Mark 16:1-8
2nd Sunday of Easter, April 8:
Acts 4:32-35; Psalm 133;
1 John 1:1-2:2; John 20:19-31
3rd Sunday of Easter, April 15:
Acts 3:12-19; Psalm 4;
1 John 3:1-7; Luke 24:36b-48
4th Sunday of Easter, April 22:
Acts 4:5-12; Psalm 23;
1 John 3:16-24; John 10:11-18
5th Sunday of Easter, April 29:
Acts 8:26-40; Psalm 22:25-31;
1 John 4:7-21; John 15:1-8

After suffering a serious heart attack and amazing near death experience,
Roman begins to believe in God. Though they have different challenges,
both Roman and Grace present major hurdles for any relationship. Rivers
offers the question of how childhood trauma can impact adult thinking and
behavior. Another issue is whether two broken individuals can find
wholeness together. Sometimes it is hard to experience the pain of their
brokenness. Such brokenness can deceive us and rob us of God’s good gifts.
This book is indeed a masterpiece. Rivers slowly reveals a beautiful love
story between a man and a woman and their God who is in the restoration
business.
“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works,
which God prepared before that we would walk in them.” Ephesians 2: 10
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Manuele’s
Bible Study
April 6
April 13

Camp Fowler
We are grateful this month that the communion and Easter offerings will go to support Camp Fowler, our RCA camp
in the beautiful Adirondack Mountains. Over 800 children, 150 volunteers and 30 full-time staff will work and play
together over the course of the summer. But know that camp can be used all year round by anyone! Think about how
you can take advantage of what Camp Fowler has to offer!

5

News of the Trinity Church Family

4/1
4/1
4/7
4/10
4/11
4/14
4/20
4/26
4/30

4/20

Ted DeSoto
Janet Hewitt
Jean Cottrill
Julia Boniface
Bonnie Harris
Kathy Laitenberger
Hellen Barth
Grace Revier
Matty Cooper

Sam & Anita Manuele –
1974

May Event
Penfield Players
May 5, 2018

TRWM - Our April meeting
will be held on Friday, the 13th at
1:00 PM in the Lounge. We shall
open our meeting with devotions
and prayer led by Linda King. Our
program will be led by Cheryl
Minchella from MVP. Her
program is entitled, “Nutritious
Nibbles.” Refreshments will be
served by Pat Hughes.

Come join us for an evening of fun
entertainment. Cost will be $12 per
person (Group discount over 10).
Details of time and directions will
be following in the bulletin. Please
sign up on the hallway bulletin
board by Sunday, April 22. See
Greg and Debbie Halsey with any
questions.

All ladies are cordially invited to
join us for education, refreshments
and fellowship.
PS: At our March meeting, we
decided to purchase a tablecloth for
our lounge table. It should arrive
soon. Keep an outlook for same.
Liz Dalton

Big Thank You to the
And after you like a Trinity
Rochester Facebook post, SHARE
it with your friends and spread the
word about Trinity.

Holloways for our new
microwave in the church kitchen.
We appreciate their generosity.
Jacquie Greene, Chairman Kitchen
Committee.

Breakfast Club
Wednesdays at 8:00 a.m.
April 4
April 11
April 18
April 25

Nutcracker
Morningstar
Papa G’s
Mama Lor’s

Empire Blvd. Webster
Merchants Rd.
Linden Ave.
Old Ridge Rd. at Monroe/Wayne
County Line Rd.
Submitted by John Stratton
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A Comedy of Tenors
by Ken Ludwig
One hotel suite, four tenors, two
wives, three girlfriends, and a
soccer stadium filled with
screaming fans. What could
possibly go wrong? It’s 1930s
Paris and the stage is set for the
concert of the century—as long
as producer Henry Saunders
can keep Italian superstar Tito
Merelli and his hot-blooded wife,
Maira, from causing runaway
chaos. Prepare for an
uproarious ride, full of mistaken
identities, bedroom hijinks, and
madcap delight.

