The Commitment
Newsletter of the Trinity Reformed Church in Rochester, New York

Seeking HIS Light … Reflecting HIS Love
June 2019 · Vol. 26, No. 10
IN THIS ISSUE
Summer in
the Son ............ 1
Consistory
Notes ............... 1
Mission
Committee ....... 2
H.O.M.E. .......... 3
Amazon
Smile ................ 3
Friends in
Fellowship ....... 4
Sr. Breakfast
Locations ......... 4
Remembering
Gladys .............. 5
Bible Study &
Communion
Schedules ......... 5
Christian Book
Review ............. 6
Calendar .......... 7
A ministry of the
Reformed Church
in America
Trinity Reformed Church
909 Landing Road North
Rochester, NY 14625
585-381-5330

Summer in the Son

An Alternative Worship Experience for Children
Based on last year’s success, the Christian Education Committee has once again decided to offer a
special children’s program during the typical off season. “Summer in the Son” will be an alternative
worship experience for kids, held on June 30th, July 14th, July 28th, August 11th, and August 25th.
On these Sundays, the children will be invited to leave regular worship immediately following the
children’s message, which they are accustomed to doing for Children in Worship and The Gathering.
During this time, they will sing songs, play games, enjoy snacks, and engage in Bible lessons loosely
based on a VBS curriculum. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Kristen and
Michaela at trcyouthfamilyministry@gmail.com.

Consistory
Notes

The Consistory Interim/Contract Search Team are reviewing
several inquiries concerning this temporary position. They plan
on conducting some interviews soon.

The Finance report for the end of April shows weekly donations are below budget expectations
by more than $7,000. The pledge income is over expected budget.
John Bernhard has taken advantage of the empty parsonage to inspect and plan repairs.
Christian Education committee reports Kristin Hearn and Michaela Johnson are again planning
“Summer-in the-Son” program for the children.
The summer concert on the lawn with the Eastside Swingtet is planned for the evening July 24th.
The Worship and Music Committee thanks:
 Alexis VanZalen for the work she has done working week to week with different
preachers than doing long-range planning as she did with Dan.
 Both the choir and the bell choir for their worship leadership over the past several weeks.
 Lesley Holloway for the display of palms through Holy Week and the floral arrangement
for Easter Sunday.
 We also welcome Evelyn Ghyzel and Janice Cleary as greeters for Children and Worship.
 Sharon Hann for overseeing pulpit supply and liturgists.
 Our church secretary, Laura Nelson, is commended for all the publications and
e-mails – the weekly bulletins have been excellent.
The Consistory expressed appreciation for the preaching of Bob Hann, Herb Spencer, John
Stratton, Anita Manuele and Lois Fiegl. – Greg Halsey, Consistory Clerk
Email: TrinityReformedChurch@frontier.com
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Website: www.trcroc.org

Facebook: Trinity Rochester

Twitter: @trcroc

Many of you may have been wondering what has been happening with the TenClay family since they
returned to the US from Italy in July 2018. Following are excerpts from their January letter.
Tim has accepted a call as Minister of the Word and Sacrament at the Community
Reformed Church of Manhasset NY. JJ has accepted the challenge of working with RCA
Global Missions as Refugee Ministries Coordinator. As such JJ continues as a missionary
with the RCA supported by Partner in Ministry shares as well as other financial support
given by generous individuals, families, congregations and classis.
In her new role, JJ is learning more about the ongoing refugee crisis from a global perspective.
JJ is networking and developing relationships with new global ecumenical partners
who care deeply about those seeking refuge.
JJ is spending more time more time listening to, and supporting RCA churches who
are already working with refugees.
JJ is working with people interested in working with refugees themselves but also
with people who would like to see the RCA as a denomination rise up to provide
better care for those seeking refuge all over the world.
JJ is meeting with people affiliated with the RCA who share with her their fears and
concerns about Canada and the US being overwhelmed by too many people asking
for refuge or by doing so in ways that citizens do not understand or those who
might be intent on doing harm.
JJ s meeting with people willing to share how migrants and refugees have enriched
their lives.
This is by no means and exhaustive list of JJ’s activities. To learn more you can check the RCA
website under Refugees.

2019 Consistory
Elders:
Jana DiPiazza;
Sharon Hann, Vice President;
Bonnie Harris; Lesley Holloway
Deacons:
Bill Almekinder; Greg Halsey, Clerk;
Larry Scheerens; John Stratton
~~~
OFFICERS
Treasurer: Marge Magans
Benevolence Secr’y: Steve Letter
Financial Secr’y: Greg Halsey

Consistory Member
of the Week
June 2: Jana DiPiazza
June 9: Greg Halsey

STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL
Wednesday, June 19, 5 - 7pm, Rain or Shine
Hot Dogs, Hamburgers, Salads, Baked Beans,
and
STRAWBERRIES – Shortcake, Ice Cream
Any way you like!

June 16: Bonnie Harris
June 23:

Elder on Call
June 2: Bonnie Harris

Plus, don't miss the Baked Food Sale Booth
June 9: Jana DiPiazza
June 16: Lesley Holloway
June 23:
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H.O.M.E.

Members from Trinity Reformed Church will be leaving for their annual
mission trip to H.O.M.E. in Orland, Maine, departing Rochester on

Friday, July 19. After a night in Massachusetts, we will arrive in Maine on Saturday, July 20. We will stay at
H.O.M.E. during the week of July 21. From Monday through Thursday, our group will work on several
projects – there is a wide array of tasks that can use volunteers. Every time that we go to Maine, we come
back with new heart-warming experiences provided by God. We get to see old friends and meet new friends
who are helped by the various services offered including housing, job assistance, a food pantry, and other
outreach. We also share in evening devotions. It is our hope that people from other RCA churches will join
us, as in the past. If you are interested and want more information, please contact Sam Manuele at 474-5489.

More information on H.O.M.E. is available at www.homemmausa.org.

Ways you can apply your God–given gifts to H.O.M.E:
Working in the weaving and textile area (Teaching weaving and spinning, Sewing)
Gardening (Working in greenhouse) • New construction • Work in Bargain Barn
Repairs (Plumbing, Electrical, Siding, porch, stair repair, you name it; Painting inside and outside)
Feed the Hungry (Work at the food shelf, Assist in going to farmers market, Assist in serving lunch)
Work in co-op shop • Give a helping hand in the nursery • Assist with your computer skills

Trinity Reformed Church has registered with Amazon Smile. Information about Amazon Smile
follows. If you shop with Amazon we hope you will consider using Amazon Smile and chose Trinity Reformed
Church, 909 North Landing Road, Rochester, NY or go to https://smile.amazon.com/ch/16-1193985 .
Please share this information with friends and relative who shop at Amazon.
AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon with the same products, prices, and shopping features as Amazon.com. The difference is that when
you shop on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products to the charitable organization
of your choice.
What is AmazonSmile? AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support your favorite charitable organization every time you shop,
at no cost to you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience
as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price to your favorite charitable organization. You can
choose from over one million organizations to support.
How do I shop at AmazonSmile? To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to smile.amazon.com from the web browser on your computer or mobile
device. You may also want to add a bookmark to smile.amazon.com to make it even easier to return and start your shopping at AmazonSmile.
Which products on AmazonSmile are eligible for charitable donations? Tens of millions of products on AmazonSmile are eligible for donations.
You will see eligible products marked “Eligible for AmazonSmile donation” on their product detail pages. Recurring Subscribe-and-Save purchases
and subscription renewals are not currently eligible.
Can I use my existing Amazon.com account on AmazonSmile? Yes, you use the same account on Amazon.com and AmazonSmile. Your shopping
cart, Wish List, wedding or baby registry, and other account settings are also the same.
How do I select a charitable organization to support when shopping on AmazonSmile? On your first visit to AmazonSmile smile.amazon.com, you
need to select a charitable organization to receive donations from eligible purchases before you begin shopping. We will remember your selection,
and then every eligible purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will result in a donation.
Can I change my charity? Yes, you can change your charity any time. Your AmazonSmile purchases after the change count towards your newly
selected charity. To change your charity, sign in to smile.amazon.com on your desktop or mobile phone browser and simply select “Change your
Charity” in “Your Account.”
What charities can I choose from? You can choose from over one million eligible 501(c)(3) public charitable organizations.
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Friends in Fellowship
Everyone, any age, is invited to a round of miniature golf on Saturday, June 15. We will meet at
Whispering Pines, 4353 Culver Road, at 7:00 pm. After golf we will go to Bill Gray’s at the lake, for
more socializing and ice cream. The cost of a round of golf is expected to be between 7and 8 dollars
and paid when you arrive at the course. There will be a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board. Please put
your name and a phone number so that you can be reached in case we need to cancel because of rain.
If you have any questions, please call Barb Stoops at 585-506-5559.

Penfield Ecumenical Food Shelf most needed items:
Dish Soap

Pancake Mix

Ramen Noodles

Sugar

Please place donated items in the basket in the narthex. Thank you!
Please submit items for Trinity Times by 9am, Thursday mornings.
You may email Laura at trchurchsecretary@gmail.com, or call the office
at 381-5330.
Are the doors locked and latched? Please check the security of any door (office, meeting room and building)
that anyone in your group has used. Thank you.

Please call Barb Stoops (506–5559) with prayer requests, or with
information/updates about people for whom we are praying.

Trinity Senior Breakfasts · June 2019
Date

Place

Note

6/6 ....... Morningstar ...................Merchants Rd
6/13 ...... Uncle Dann’s ...................E Ridge (near Schallers)
6/20 ..... Mama Lor’s ..................Monroe Wayne CL Rd on Old Ridge Rd
6/27 ..... East Ridge Diner & SH .....E Ridge (near Pep Boys)
If there are any changes John Stratton (267-7535) will try to e-mail or call the day before.
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Memorial Service for
Gladys S. DeVuyst

Save the date!

July 7

(November 17, 1921 – May 11, 2019)
Gladys died on May 11 and a Memorial Service
was held at Trinity on May 17. Gladys and her late
husband Jake were long time members of Brighton
Reformed Church before they came to Trinity
when the two churches merged.

Following worship, we will enjoy a potluck
luncheon, followed by a brief presentation by
missionary Peter Ford. Watch for details!

The smile on her face and her wonderful greeting
will long be remembered. Their son James and
foster son Merle were present, and Merle gave a
great talk on the many things that Gladys had done
for the family. Many cousins of Gladys and Jake
were present. About 80 people attended the
service and a reception afterward.

Music
Notes
by Alexis
VanZalen

A reminder for the
choir: We will sing on
Pentecost, June 9th.
Please arrive early for
rehearsal at 9:30 that
morning. We will not
have Wednesday
practice beforehand.

Several former members of the BRC choir sang
“In The Garden”, as it was one of Gladys’ favorite
songs. Sam Huang talked about all of the things
which Gladys had done for the Taiwanese Bible
Study group, including the donation of a piano.
I was very pleased to lead the service as Gladys
was such a faithful friend. – John Stratton.

Manueles’ Bible Study
Friday, June 14
7–8:30 pm

Communion Schedule
(subject to change)

June 2
July 7
August 4
September 1

October 6
October 27
November 3
November 24

December 1
December 8
December 22
December 15

Deadline for submissions to the summer (July & August) newsletter, including meetings and events for the calendar: June 14
If you would like something to be included in the next newsletter, please send it directly to Laura at trchurchsecretary@gmail.com.
Text may be in an email, or a Word document attached to an email. Photos are preferably in JPG format as an attachment to the
email. If you have an actual photo in-hand, bring it to the church office during office hours, and Laura can scan it. Thank you!

5

CHRISTIAN
BOOK REVIEW
By Marion Crump Spencer
Acclaimed author, Beverly Lewis, presents a new series which
juxtaposes Old Order Amish traditions with modern practices
of the “English”. The Tinderbox presents the story of a man who is forced to be
reconciled to his “pre-Amish” past when he created some situations that are
difficult to rectify in the Amish faith.
Lewis, tells this story mostly from the perspective of eighteen- year old Sylvia, the
daughter of Earnest and Rhoda. The community is anticipating the impending death
of beloved Minister Mahlon who was instrumental in helping Earnest become
Amish over 25 years ago. Earnest embraced the different practices with such
abandon that many grew to trust him and make him a teacher and confidante.
On Mahlon’s deathbed he requested that Earnest’s name be admitted into the lot
drawing for minister. Though this was truly an honor, Earnest became concerned
due to a certain issue from his past that Sylvia would unwittingly uncover.
Earnest had a beautiful tinderbox, an heirloom given to him by his Mennonite
grandfather. Inside of the box which Earnest kept hidden on the shelf of his watch
making business, were pictures of his biological family and a copy of his high school
diploma. However, it also contained a gold pocket watch with the inscription, “To
Earnest with all my love, Rosalind”. Sylvia was always curious about the contents of
the tinderbox which her father never allowed her to open. Then one day, it fell off
the shelf when Sylvia was retrieving an item for a customer. Curiosity got the best
of her and she perused the contents and saw the inscribed watch. Sorry that she
had violated her father’s privacy, Sylvia did not mention her findings to her father.
But Earnest soon discovered that his heirloom was disturbed. And so our story
takes on a new intensity and much pain begins.
Lewis artfully illustrates how one unshared secret can cause long term issues for
all involved. Suddenly all of the predictable family habits and interactions were
strained. When Earnest finally shared his secret, Rhoda questioned everything
about his prior English life and the foundation of their marriage. Sylvia was drawn
into the confusion as Earnest shared his secret with her. She was newly engaged to
the bishop’s son, Titus, and knew that this threatened their union. When Earnest
came clean with the leadership, he was shunned for a period of six weeks. Lewis
masterfully described the emotional toll even this short time of shunning had on
the Earnest’s family and the larger community. And just when things seem to be
settled, another major issue from Earnest’s past is revealed which leads the way
to the next novel.
Lewis presented the concepts of confession and redemption in an interesting
manner in this book. Our confession is to God and not usually revealed to the
larger community. However, I am so glad that our God can redeem everything.
“…Behold I am making all things new…” Revelation 21:5
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6/1

Jacquie Greene

6/4

Kailee Kwiecien

6/11

Steve Letter

6/12

Evelyn Ghyzel

6/18

Ethan Burns

6/18

Gail McCue

6/20

Matt Frey

6/21

Evelyn DeSoto

6/28

Josiah Cottrill

6/7

Dan & Tammi Griswold

6/13

Keith & June Adams

6/15

George & Bonnie Harris

6/18

Steve & Petra Letter

6/23

Tom & Meg Therkildsen

Trinity Reformed Church

calendar items
subject to change

June 2019
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

1
10 am - Crafts for
a Cause

2
10 am - Worship

3
Office Open

12:30 pm - CAYA
6:30 pm - Discipleship
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6
9 am - Senior
Breakfast

7 pm - Outreach

7 pm - AMPS

7
Office Closed

6 pm – Finance

8
10 am - Crafts for
a Cause
12 pm - Dahlia Society

7 pm - Elders
7 pm - Deacons

9
Pentecost
9:30 am - Choir

10

11

12

7 pm - Eastside
Swingtet Rehearsal

13
9 am - Senior
Breakfast

10 am - Worship

14
7 pm - Manueles’
Bible Study

7 pm - Consistory

15
10 am - Crafts for
a Cause
7 pm – Mini Golf

11:45 am - CAYA
6:30 pm - Discipleship

16
Father’s Day
10 am - Worship
6:30 pm - Discipleship

23/30
10 am - Worship
11:45 am - CAYA

17
Office Open
11 am - Personnel

24

18
11:45 am - Men’s
Lunch

19
5-7 pm - Strawberry
Festival
(rain or shine)

25

26

7 pm – Pastor
Search Committee

20
9 am - Senior
Breakfast

27
9 am - Senior
Breakfast

6:30 pm - Discipleship
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21
Office Closed
6 pm - Come
to Dinner

28

22
10 am - Crafts for
a Cause

29
10 am - Crafts for
a Cause

