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Consistory
Notes

The Consistory welcomes Rev. Steven Rodriguez,
Pastor at Lakeview Community Church as our
Classis supervisor. Pastor Steven will be helping
the Consistory and pastoral search process.

The Consistory is concentrating in the short term
of ways and volunteers to continue our
ministries. To this end the Consistory of the Week will try to be diligent in the preparing
and closing the Church on Sundays and being available to the concerns of the
Congregation. The Elders will assume a weekly on call list to be available for the
members’ needs. Pulpit supply has been arranged for the upcoming Sundays.
The longer term plans include forming a Pastoral Search Committee. The committee will
be evaluating the church’s strengths and anticipated future needs as they develop a
profile and search out candidates for Consistory approval. The Consistory will be
evaluating the needs and advisability of hiring a temporary interim pastor.
The Pastor’s Grace Fund which is used to support the basic needs of individuals and
families of the church or greater community will continue to be available. Contact any
Deacon with your need. The Christmas Offering is designated to support this fund.
The DLC (Discipleship Leadership Community) team members are reviewing with the
sister church team their future plans. The team will be communicating with the
congregation as future goals and plans evolve.
We wish to thank Kelly Bradshaw, Evelyn Ghyzel, Yi-Fen Lee and John Stratton for their
service on Consistory. We welcome Bill Almekinder, Jana DiPiazza, Lesley Holloway and
John Stratton (returning as a Deacon) to the 2019 Consistory. – Greg Halsey, Consistory Clerk

Friends in Fellowship
Friends in Fellowship is a group of changing volunteers who arrange for an event for fellowship for
our Church community. The goal is to have an event each month. Over the years many different
events have been held. Theme parties at homes or Church; plays; concerts; picnics; boat, train and
museum tours; bowling and golf; and of course the Annual Strawberry Festival. Individuals, couples
or groups plan, arrange and advertise the each event. All costs are shared among all participants.
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Debbie and Greg Halsey are Chairpersons for 2019. We will be having a 2019 planning meeting on
Sunday, January 20th at 12:20 pm in the Fellowship hall. Please join us for pizza, fellowship and
ideas for monthly events. A sign up sheet is in the hallway bulletin
board so we know how much pizza to order. The cost will be
$3 per person. If you can’t attend and have an idea for a
fellowship event please call Greg or Debbie Halsey.
Email: TrinityReformedChurch@frontier.com

Website: www.trcroc.org

Facebook: Trinity Rochester

Twitter: @trcroc

Dear Friends – Are you looking for ways to serve a mission? Recent sermons have
highlighted the call, need and benefits of service to others. How can you help?
The location is the St. John’s home on Highland Avenue next to the Highland Park.
Each Sunday St. John's offers a wonderful multidenominational Church servive at 2:00 pm. However, not
everybody is able to make the trip to the Chapel by themselves. That’s where you can be that special someone by
helping a resident in need to get to the in house St. John’s Chapel. Volunteers show up at 1:00 o’clock and begin
helping residents get to the chapel. This is mostly done by pushing a wheelchair. The Church service starts at 2:00
and once the service is completed, you bring the residents back to their rooms.
Sadly, at times St. John’s has been understaffed by volunteers. Hence, this appeal for your help!
If you would like to help please contact the St. John’s home at 585-760-1293 or you can
email them at volunteer@stjohnsliving.org.
If you would like more details before moving forward you can talk to Cole on Sundays
before or after church.
Hope to see you at St. John’s on Sundays! Once there, Cole or others will be able to help
guide the process. In addition, once you have contacted the volunteer department at St.
John’s they will also give you an informational tour on the whole experience of
volunteering. Other ways of helping are also possible. Thank you! – Cole Palen
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Save the date: The Education Committee will conduct a Sexual Abuse Prevention
class during the Sunday school hour on Sunday, January 13th. If you are considering
volunteering in Children and Worship, The Gathering, Sunday School or
the Nursery and have not taken this class, please join us. For those
folks who prefer a computer screening and class, we have that option available.
If you plan on attending the class or have questions, please speak with Debbie Halsey.

What: Rochester Classis Safe Church Training
Presented by: Regional Synod of Albany
When: 9:30 am to 3 pm, January 12, 2019; sign-in and fellowship begins at 9 am.
(Snow date: January 19, 2019)
Where: Reformed Church of Palmyra, 232 Canandaigua Street, Palmyra, NY 14522
Why: This is an excellent event for churches and consistories to learn how to keep children safe.
Join with other pastors, elders, Christian educators, deacons, and those who are passionate
about keeping vulnerable people safe in churches for this special education event. We’ll gather
for a day of learning, worship, and fellowship. Participants will come away with a better
understanding on how to spot and stop abuse, prevent the circumstances where abuse can occur at church, and have their current
Safe Church policies reviewed by liability insurance professionals. Come to learn, worship, and have lunch together.
Cost: Cost will be $5 a person or a maximum of $25 for teams to attend from the same congregation; includes coffee, snacks and
lunch. Payment is due at sign-in.
To register: Go to https://goo.gl/forms/rbs7D8zxiIcsfGBu1.
For further information contact Sharon Hann (hann.sharon.r@gmail.com) or Will Barham (whbarham@frontiernet.net).

Music Notes

by Alexis VanZalen

Parsons Pipe Organ Builders tuned our organ on December 14th for the second of our two yearly tunings.
The other is in late April—both scheduled after the temperature and humidity begin to approach their
normal levels for the winter and summer seasons.
In some organs, the pipes go out of tune very quickly
as the weather changes, but we’re lucky! The Parsons
people say that they think ours is one of the most stable
(that is, stays most in tune) of any in the Rochester area.
In these pictures of the organ chamber you can see that
each set of pipes has its own shape and is made up of
a different combination of wood or lead/tin to create
the different sounds. Pipes range from about 2 inches
(highest notes) to 16 feet (lowest notes).
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TRWM

Happy New Year and God’s Blessing to All! Our first meeting will be held on the
11th of January in the Lounge. We shall study from the Book of Ruth, Chapter 1.

Our lesson is entitled: “Love That Goes Above and Beyond the Call of Duty.”
Our refreshments will be served by Marilyn DeVisser when we shall have a time of fellowship together.
All Ladies are most welcomed!

Penfield Ecumenical Food Shelf most needed items:
Canned Fruit (except peaches) Hamburger Helper Hash/Beef Stew Ketchup Mayonnaise
Pancake Mix Syrup Salad Dressing Deodorant Laundry Detergent Dish Soap

Please place donated items in the basket in the narthex. Thank you!
Please submit items for Trinity Times by 9am, Thursday mornings.
You may email Laura at trchurchsecretary@gmail.com, or call the
office at 381-5330.
There is a Lost & Found box outside the church office.
Does your workplace have an automatic paper folder they’re no longer using and would like to donate to the
church office? Laura is looking for one that will fold 8.5x11" and 8.5x14" paper.

Please call Barb Stoops (506–5559) with prayer requests, or with
information about people for whom we are praying.

HOLIDAY COOKIE SALE IN REVIEW
The 13th Annual Holiday Cookie and Candy Sale was a huge success thanks to the work
of many before, and during, the event! All your baking paid off … we made over $2,700!
All cookies were used. Some were sent to all of the church’s shut-ins and the Advent
Hospice House. There are cookies left in the freezer for Coffee Hour, so sign up and all
you have to do is make coffee. Thank you again, everyone! – Jacquie Greene

The ninth annual "Step It Up! To Cure Pancreatic Cancer” 5K Walk was a huge success. The Walk was held on
Saturday, November 17, 2018, at the RIT Gordon Field House. We raised $77,189 for pancreatic cancer research. Proceeds from this
event will help support the development of a Rochester Pancreatic Cancer Center of Excellence at the Wilmot Cancer Institute. This
initiative will provide a comprehensive approach to fighting pancreatic cancer from
research to diagnosis to treatment and care. You are part of making that a reality!
For Every Fight Won, For Each Battle Lost, For Those Still Fighting!
Thank you for your generous support. – Patricia Van Dussen
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Trinity Senior Breakfasts · January 2019
Date

Place

Note

1/3 .............Morningstar ....................................... Merchants Rd
1/10 ............East Ridge D & SH ............................. East Ridge Rd
(near Pep Boys)
1/17.............Browncroft ........................................ at Blossom
1/24............George’s ............................................ Panorama
1/31 ............Morningstar ....................................... Merchants Rd
If there are any changes, John Stratton (267-7535) will try to email or call the day before.
At your request, Mama Lor’s will be back in February.

Communion Schedule
(subject to change)

January 6
February 3
March 3
March 10
March 17
March 24
March 31
April 7
April 18
April 21
May 5
June 2

July 7
August 4
September 1
October 6
October 27
November 3
November 24
December 1
December 8
December 15
December 22

Manueles’ Bible Study
Fridays, January 4 & 18 • 7–8:30
pm
2019 Consistory

Elders:
Jana DiPiazza; Sharon Hann;
Bonnie Harris; Lesley Holloway

Deacons:
Bill Almekinder; Greg Halsey;
Larry Scheerens; John Stratton
~~~
OFFICERS
Treasurer: Marge Magans
Benevolence Secr’y: Steve Letter
Financial Secr’y: Greg Halsey

Consistory Member
of the Week
January 6:
January 13:
Bonnie Harris
January 20:
Greg Halsey
January 27:

Deadline for submissions to the February newsletter: January 15 — If you would like something to be included in the
next newsletter, please send it directly to Laura at trchurchsecretary@gmail.com. Text may be in an email, or a Word
document attached to an email. Photos are preferably in JPG format as an attachment to the email. If you have an
actual photo in-hand, bring it to the church office during office hours, and Laura can scan it. Thank you!
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CHRISTIAN
BOOK REVIEW
By Marion Crump Spencer
Hidden Christmas, by Timothy Kellar, is changing the way I
experience every aspect of Christmas. Kellar begins the
book with the following statement: “Christmas is the only Christian holy day that is
also a secular holiday-arguably our culture’s biggest.” The non-believer is
bombarded by scenes of the nativity and Christmas carols. Yet Kellar wonders how
much of basic Christianity, the gospel, is unclear even to believers. He addresses
familiar Biblical passages and shares their true roots in the Bible and what the
Biblical scholars were really trying to convey. He raises many questions that
challenge even Jesus’ followers’ beliefs and understanding. Thankfully Kellar
provides the answers.
He begins with the tradition of lights to celebrate Christmas. He draws on passages
in Isaiah that reference the darkness prior to Christ’s birth. Christ is the gift of light
to all who want to receive Him as their Saviour. Is this the beginnings of the
tradition of giving gifts? Kellar’s treatment of “…the mothers of Jesus…” is especially
illuminating. In that patriarchal society, a woman was virtually never named. Yet
there are five “mothers” listed in Matthew, many who are racial outsiders
according to the dictates of that ancient society. As we read of Jesus’ pedigree do
we wonder about future racial and gender equality? In the chapter on the fathers of
Jesus, Kellar addresses Jesus’ deity and His humanity. How can we reconcile that
Jesus was both God and man? Why was it difficult for the Jews to accept the
humanity of God through Jesus even though they knew the prophecy?
In another chapter Kellar focuses on the location of the birth of the Messiah. Why
was it that God revealed the truth of Jesus’ birth to “wise men” from the east? How
does King Herod’s response to news of Jesus’ birth mirror our own responses?
What is the significance of Jesus’ lowly social class in our salvation? Kellar addresses
the response of Mary to her calling. He reminds us that Mary was trained through
her religion and culture to not believe that God would ever become a human being.
Was her belief a sudden change in what she was taught? Why did she need to visit
Elizabeth? Do we have the same kind of “wonder” as Mary did concerning the fact
that we are Christians? How can we follow in Mary’s footsteps? The chapter on the
shepherds’ faith is just as illuminating and creates even more questions. How can
we spiritually “hear well” like the shepherds? Two additional chapters deal with the
prophecy of Simeon and the doctrine of Christmas.
Kellar shares that ,..”Christmas means that salvation is by grace..” a gift given, not
earned, and that should bring us joy. This is a book that should be read every
Advent season so that we can comprehensively experience and share the message
of Christmas.
“In him was life, and the life was the light of men.” John 1:4
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1/1

Chuck Baldwin

1/2

John DeVuyst

1/3

Anita Manuele

1/5

Christine Turnquist

1/10

Ken Midavaine

1/12

Ed Allatt

1/12

Jana DiPiazza

1/12

Diane Pivarnik

1/13

Emma Turnquist

1/17

Jauntah Cottrill

1/17

Lois Stratton

1/20

Geoffrey Cooper

1/22

Sharon Hann

1/23

Marge Dangler

1/23

Spence Kennedy

1/30

Hanna Clifford

1/5 Joseph Kuo & Yi-Fen Lee
1/8 Ed & Janette Howe

Trinity Reformed Church

January 2019
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

1

2

Office Closed

10 am - Worship
11:15 am - Sunday School
12:30 pm - CAYA

7

10 am - Worship

4
7 pm – Manueles’
Bible Study

5
9:30 am – Un-decorate
the Sanctuary
10 am - Crafts for
a Cause

8

9

7 pm – Outreach

6:15 pm - Bell Choir

7 pm - AMPS

7 pm - Choir

10
9 am - Senior
Breakfast

11
1 pm – TRWM

6 pm - Finance

12
10 am - Crafts for
a Cause
12 pm - Dahlia Society

7 pm - Deacons

6:30 pm - Discipleship

13

SAT

3
9 am - Senior
Breakfast

12 pm – Dinner at
Royal Dynasty
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FRI

14
7 pm – Elders

11:15 am - Sunday School

15
11:45 am – Men’s
Lunch

11:15 am - Sexual Abuse
Prevention Class

16
6 pm – Mission
6:15 pm - Bell Choir

17

18

9 am - Senior
Breakfast

19
10 am - Crafts for
a Cause
10 am - Pajama Party

7 pm – Choir

12:30 pm - CAYA
6:30 pm - Discipleship

20

21

22

23

10 am - Worship

6:15 pm - Bell Choir

12:15 pm - Friend in
Fellowship
Planning Meeting

7 pm - Choir

24
9 am - Senior
Breakfast
7 pm - Consistory

12:30 pm - CAYA
6:30 pm - Discipleship

27

28

29

30

10 am - Worship

6:15 pm - Bell Choir

11:15 am - Sunday School

7 pm - Choir

12:30 pm - CAYA
6:30 pm - Discipleship
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31
9 am - Senior
Breakfast

25
6 pm - Come to
Dinner

26
10 am - Crafts for
a Cause

