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Trinity Reformed Church Holy Week Services
Sunday, April 14, 2019 – 10 a.m.: Palm Sunday Worship
Thursday, April 18, 2019 – 7:30 p.m.: Maundy Thursday Worship & Communion
Sunday, April 21, 2019 – 10 a.m.: Easter Sunday – The Resurrection of our Lord
Worship and Communion

Consistory
Notes

Pastor Search
Committee Appointed

The consistory has appointed the following people to the Pastor Search Committee:
A ministry of the
Reformed Church
in America
Trinity Reformed Church
909 Landing Road North
Rochester, NY 14625
585-381-5330

Bill Almekinder
Kelly Bradshaw
Marilyn DeVisser

Evelyn Ghyzel
Greg Halsey
Barb Schild

Herb Spencer
Barb Stoops, Chair
Christine Turnquist

They will be commissioned at worship on March 31. Please keep them in your prayers as
they take on this important task.
Email: TrinityReformedChurch@frontier.com
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Website: www.trcroc.org

Facebook: Trinity Rochester

Twitter: @trcroc

Fowler Camp and Retreat Center
Report to Rochester Classis – February 26, 2019
As one of your Fowler Board of Trustees representatives, I would like to update you on the current
state of the camp, its employees and the board who over sees it.
At the May 2018 Albany Regional Synod meeting changes to the Fowler by-laws were approved.
This means there will be changes to the configuration of the Board. There will only be one member
from each of the six classes, although each classis at any time can suggest a person to fill at-large
positions. We will be looking for new members with skills that are needed to keep the camp running
effectively such a lawyers, people with financial expertise and people who know how to work on
advertising the camp. We also have representatives from the Presbyterian Church and the United
Church of Christ as voting members. We will continue to look for new partners for our camp in
these ever changing times. We will be transitioning these changes in the Board over the coming
years. The stated clerk will be informed of what will be needed of each classis.
The physical camp is in good shape. Many projects have been completed, and a few are still in
process. More solar power is being used in all buildings greatly reducing our demand for purchased
electric. Grounds and buildings are being well taken care of. In addition to the paid employees,
there are a number of volunteers who do a significant amount of this work. We also hired a new
manager who moved to camp in January. We are excited about this new addition to our staff. New
shower houses will be built in the cabin areas that will be usable by all who are staying in each
area. The ‘Pink Shower House’ will be torn down, and that area will have new a new use.
As of January 2019, 100 more campers had signed for camp as compared to last year at this time.
Since camp has been running about 75% full each summer, this give us hope for more in summer
2019. In addition to the regular camp weeks, we have other groups who are using our camp. NY is
still in school the last week of June this year, so we have a group of campers coming from New
Hope to use camp that week. Skidmore College uses camp our Labor Day for their freshman
orientation. Also the Girls Club from New York City uses camp for one week each summer.
The theme for the summer is “And It Was Good” which will be about creation care and the two stories of
creation and our understanding of them. The camp week ending on Friday has been a wonderful thing
for all. It gives families a chance to really see what has happened the week their child was at camp.
The Board continues to oversee camp finances and we are scheduled for a 2019 audit. The annual
Harvest Gathering raised over $35,000 last November and the Spring Fling raised $5,000. There
will be no Spring Fling this year, but the annual Harvest Gathering will be held again in early
November. We are still grateful to the Rochester classis churches for their donations each year.
They totaled $4,961 from 5 of the 11 churches of this classis. This is about the same as 2017,
however the total giving from all Albany Synod churches is down $12,872.
A new Master Plan was completed by Run River Enterprises in Tully, NY. The Board will be
reviewing this in the coming months to help us find the direction we should go.

2019 Consistory
Elders:
Jana DiPiazza;
Sharon Hann, Vice President;
Bonnie Harris; Lesley Holloway
Deacons:
Bill Almekinder; Greg Halsey, Clerk;
Larry Scheerens; John Stratton
~~~
OFFICERS
Treasurer: Marge Magans
Benevolence Secr’y: Steve Letter
Financial Secr’y: Greg Halsey

Consistory Member
of the Week
April 7: Lesley Holloway
April 14: Greg Halsey
April 21: John Stratton
April 28: Jana DiPiazza

Elder on Call
April 7: Bonnie Harris
April 14: Lesley Holloway
April 21: Jana DiPiazza
April 28: Sharon Hann

Pete Faas and I continue to be active on the Board. Pete worked hard on personnel reviews and just spoke at Interlake. I just agreed to a second
term as clerk. It doesn’t matter how far away we live from camp, there are many ways that adults and children can participate. One of the greatest
gifts our camp has is the volunteer system. Do you know that we have almost all our volunteers signed up for summer 2019? Amazing! Times keep
changing, our church populations are getting older and we don’t have the children we once had. We need to get new adults on board to take over for
those who are getting older. We must keep encouraging those children we have, encourage them to bring their friends, figure out a way to get them
there from 3 hours away, and make sure that they know about God’s great gift right here in New York.
Pete and I ask that you encourage all your children to spend a week at camp, volunteer if you can, and please continue to support the camp through
your donations.
Although I will continue to volunteer in different ways last summer (my 34th) was my last year as a summer volunteer. This means that someone
needs to take my place. I encourage you once again to help find that someone, or even to be that someone! I am always happy to talk to a potential
volunteer or camper about camp. Please contact me at any time. We need to keep the camp going for many, many years to come. It is a special,
special place! – In God’s service, Jana DiPiazza

2

Church World Service
Hygiene Kits Update
Thank you to everyone who donated to the Church World Service Hygiene Kits!
Your donations will help those in need in the United States and around the world.
About the kits: Our world faces many natural disasters each year. Many of them are in the United States. Hygiene kits can mean the
difference between sickness and health for struggling families. Each year at this time we ask the Trinity family to donate items to
assemble a Hygiene Kit. This year, 28 kits will be donated – thank you for your generosity!

Please help me in the fight
to end pediatric cancer.
I will be a shavee for St. Baldrick’s “Shave for the Brave” event
on May 5 at Mickey Finn’s in Victor, New York. Cash donations
or checks made out to St. Baldrick’s (Shavee ID: 994990) can be
given to me and I will forward to the organization which funds
critical research and trials into numerous types of childhood
cancer. I am participating in honor of my granddaughter, Kailee,
who has been battling rhabdomyosarcoma since she turned 2
years old. She is now 7 and is in treatment now for her fourth
recurrence. Worldwide, a child is diagnosed with cancer every
two minutes, and 1 in 285 children in the U.S. are diagnosed
with cancer before the age of 20. Cancer is the leading threat
to children in the U.S. Funding for pediatric cancer is often
overlooked. St. Baldrick’s is dedicated to finding cures for all
forms of childhood cancer.
www.stbaldricks.org – Thank you, Sam Manuele
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TRWM

TRWM will meet on Friday, April 12th at 1:00 PM in the lounge. Following a brief
business meeting, devotions and a time of prayer, we shall have our program which will be

led by Carolyn Adriaansen, former Historian of the town of Marion. The title of her
presentation is: “Old Games.” No matter what subject Carolyn speaks about she always makes
us laugh. Laughter is good medicine.
Our refreshments will be served by Pat Hughes at which time we shall have our time of
fellowship. Ladies, please come and join with us and bring ideas for a place to go for
our May Luncheon which will be our last meeting until September.

Penfield Ecumenical Food Shelf most needed items:
Canned Pears/Mixed Fruit

Deodorant

Hamburger Helper

Juice

Ketchup

Please place donated items in the basket in the narthex. Thank you!
If you’ve had a change in name, address, phone number or email
address and have not yet notified the church office, please do so.
The updated Directory will be out soon.
Please submit items for Trinity Times by 9am, Thursday mornings.
You may email Laura at trchurchsecretary@gmail.com, or call the
office at 381-5330.

Please call Barb Stoops (506–5559) with prayer requests, or with
information about people for whom we are praying.

Trinity Senior Breakfasts · April 2019
Date

Place

Note

4/4 .............. Morningstar ..................... Merchants Rd
4/11 ............. Atlantic........................... Ridge Rd, Webster
4/18 ............. Uncle Danny’s ................... East Ridge Rd, near Schallers
4/25 ............ Mama Lor’s ..................... Monroe Wayne County Line Rd
If there are any changes, I will try to email or call the day before. This is Spring and at your request
I have put Mama Lor’s and Atlantic back in. – John Stratton (267-7535)
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H.O.M.E.

How does this apply to H.O.M.E.?
Ways you can apply your God–given gifts

Members from Trinity Reformed Church will be

Working in the weaving and textile area

leaving for their annual mission trip to H.O.M.E.
in Orland, Maine, departing Rochester on Friday,
July 19. After a night in Massachusetts, we will
arrive in Maine on Saturday, July 20. We will stay at
H.O.M.E. during the week of July 21. From Monday
through Thursday, our group will work on several
projects – there is a wide array of tasks that can use
volunteers. Every time that we go to Maine, we come
back with new heart-warming experiences provided
by God. We get to see old friends and meet new
friends who are helped by the various services
offered including housing, job assistance, a food
pantry, and other outreach. We also share in evening

Teaching weaving and spinning
Sewing

Gardening
Working in greenhouse

New construction
Repairs
Plumbing, Electrical, Siding, porch, stair
repair, you name it
Painting inside and outside

Feed the Hungry
Work at the food shelf
Assist in going to farmers market
Assist in serving lunch

Work in co-op shop
Give a helping hand in the nursery
Assist with your computer skills
Work in Bargain Barn

devotions. It is our hope that people from other RCA
churches will join us, as in the past. If you are
interested and want more information, please
contact Sam Manuele at 474-5489. More information
on H.O.M.E. is available at www.homemmausa.org.

Communion Schedule
(subject to change)

Manueles’ Bible Study
Fridays, April 5 & 19
7–8:30 pm

April 7
April 18
April 21
May 5
June 2
July 7
August 4
September 1

October 6
October 27
November 3
November 24
December 1
December 8
December 15
December 22

Deadline for submissions to the May newsletter, including meetings and events for the calendar: April 15
If you would like something to be included in the next newsletter, please send it directly to Laura at trchurchsecretary@gmail.com.
Text may be in an email, or a Word document attached to an email. Photos are preferably in JPG format as an attachment to the
email. If you have an actual photo in-hand, bring it to the church office during office hours, and Laura can scan it. Thank you!
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CHRISTIAN
BOOK REVIEW
By Marion Crump Spencer
Need an escape? Run away with Max Lucado in his novel,
Miracle At The Higher Grounds Café. If you like coffee,
football, angels, and internet blogging, you will find yourself immersed in this
beautiful story of restoration and hope.
Chelsea is back at home in Texas attempting to make a new start after a public split
from her NFL superstar husband, Sawyer. She has reopened her late mother’s
coffee shop, The Higher Grounds Café’, and her business is struggling. With two
children to care for and little support from Sawyer, she receives a notice that an
exorbitant amount of taxes are due.
Meanwhile in heaven, Manny is being assigned his first mission. Manny’s eccentric
attire and his clumsiness mask his real identity as Chelsea’s guardian angel sent to
help her find her way back to the Father. He excitedly appears on Chelsea’s
doorstep to fill the job of barista and to help Chelsea bake delicious cupcakes for
the café’. We get glimpses of Chelsea’s faith journey, her estrangement from her
earthly father, and her distrust of God throughout the novel.

4/1

Ted DeSoto

4/1

Janet Hewitt

4/7

Jean Cottrill

4/10

Wendy Clifford

4/11

Bonnie Harris

4/14

Kathy Laitenberger

4/20

Hellen Barth

4/26

Grace Revier

4/30

Matty Cooper

We meet a wonderful widowed neighbor who serves as a volunteer handyman, a
babysitter to Chelsea’s children and as a constant reminder that Chelsea can turn to
God for help. To complicate matters even more, a repentant Sawyer moves back
into the area re-engaging with their kids and offering help to Chelsea. We gain
glimpses to the heavenly command center as the angels convene to map out a plan
to rejuvenate the business and to do battle with the enemies all around Chelsea
and her family.
Another eccentric barista is hired who is a seeker of God adding more dimension to
this delightful novel. And then one day, two tech folks come into the café’ to offer
Chelsea a complimentary advanced internet connection. Chelsea accepts the offer
without realizing that she has an internet connection to God! Named by the café’
patrons as The God Blog, this connection offered only in the café’ allows each
person to ask one question of God. And a believable answer is written in reply to
the question. Of course, this increases business exponentially and Chelsea can
finally breathe easier regarding her finances. Many answered prayers are life
changing. But God must receive all the glory, so there is a turn of events adding
more intrigue to the novel.
The novel addresses many more issues for this family and illustrates how God uses
everything to heal, restore, and to bring us back to him. Battles are being waged
for our benefit at all times. The God Blog is simply prayer. And the answers are
provided during our time with the Father. So read this wonderful novel and be
encouraged that God loves us so much more than we can ever imagine.
“You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish
what is now being done, the saving of many lives.””
Genesis 50:20

4/20

Sam & Anita Manuele

Trinity’s Music Director and Organist,
Alexis VanZalen, presented photos
and stories from her recent trip to
France at March’s Chew ’n’ Chat.

Save the Date! Saturday, May 4, 2019. Friends in Fellowship May event. Penfield Players
melodrama “Peril on the High Seas.” Look for details in the weekly bulletin’s Trinity Times.
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Trinity Reformed Church

April 2019
SUN

MON

TUE

1

WED

THU

2

7 pm – AMPS

FRI

3

SAT

4

6:15 pm - Bell Choir

9 am - Senior
Breakfast

7 pm – Choir

6 pm - Finance

5
7 pm - Manueles’
Bible Study

6
10 am - Crafts for
a Cause

7 pm - Deacons

7

8

9

10 am - Worship
11:15 am - Sunday School
12:30 pm - CAYA

14

15

Palm Sunday
11:15 am - Sunday School
12:30 pm - CAYA

21

9 am - Senior
Breakfast

7 pm – Choir

7 pm - Consistory

17
6:15 pm - Bell Choir
7 pm – Choir

7 pm – Pastor
Search Committee
& Consistory

6:30 pm - Discipleship

22

23

24
6:15 pm - Bell Choir

10 am - Worship

7 pm - Choir

12:30 pm – CAYA
6:30 pm - Discipleship

29

18
9 am - Senior
Breakfast
7:30 – Maundy
Thursday Service

Easter

28

11

6:15 pm - Bell Choir

16
11:45 am – Men’s
Lunch

10 am - Worship

10

30

10 am - Worship
11:15 am - Sunday School
12:30 pm - CAYA
6:30 pm - Discipleship

7

25
9 am - Senior
Breakfast

12
1 pm - TRWM

13
10 am - Crafts for
a Cause
12 pm - Dahlia Society

19
Good Friday
7 pm - Manueles’
Bible Study

26
6 pm - Come
to Dinner

20
10 am - Crafts for
a Cause

27
10 am - Crafts for
a Cause

